attacked and captured the town of WYLER, GERMANY.

The establishment of a temporary communication and
maintenance route for 3oth Brit
on the success of this operation.
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On 8 February 1945, the Calgary Highlanders
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Sergeant Melnychanko, acting as a platoon com-

latoon through an) open field infested with mines
-0 the main enemy comminieation trench, clearing
tga enemy from slit trenches as they advanced.

Heavy fire from enemy snipers in a house near this

trench was causing
left a section of his platoon at a fork in the com-

munication trench to eontain this sniper party while
he proceeded to the assistance of another platoon

which had suffered heavy casualties and were forced
to ground by machine gun fire. Sending ten of his
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men to reinforce this platoon and taking six men with him, he loeated
and, by sound tacties, succeeded in surprising and eapturing three machine
guns (MG42s) with their crews. )

Now being close, to the house from'which the snipers were firing he
ordered his PIAT into action and made his way with three men along com- i
munication trenches, outflanking the house. He charged the position at the' |
head of his little party, killed two of its defenders and captured 18
prisoners,

The job finished, he reorganized his platoon on its objective, enabling
another company to pass through. J

During the operation, Sergeant Melnychanko's platoon captured approximate-
ly 75 prisoners and this NCO's unusual courage and disregard for his own
safety, coupled with his cool, good judgment and initiative contributed in
no small measure to the success of his b&ttalion'uinttn . '
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