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On 27 February 1945, "C" Company of the Calgary
Highlanders launched an attack to seize snd hold
a portion of the HOCHWALD FORE3T. The leading
platoon was commanded by Sergeant Williams.

The attack was stubbornly resisted by the enemy 6
and the intense fire ceused many casualties in th
platoon,. Skilfully deploying his remaining men -
Sergeant Williams led a rush on the enemy position| _
and captured it. ~Tem men reached the objsctive Comd , 2\ Cdn
“ith him. They immedlately dug in, maintaining
« constant watch as they realized that they were
responsible for a’'large territory and greatly
under strength.

Although under continuous heavy fire from enemy
artillery and mertars and without sleep for 36
hours, Sergeant Williams kept his men on the alert
and in good spirits.
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At five'o'cloek in the afternocon on 28 February 1945, Sergeant Williams
reported that the enemy were coming in for an attack. He informed his
company comménder and prepared his depleted platoon to meet this threat.
Perfectly controlled, his men held their fire untll the enemy were Within
8ix yards. The deflenders' fire was then so effective and so demoralized
the attacking Germans that they were forced to withdraw and "Q" Company
was able to complete its eonsoclidation without further delay.

Afteri:the attack had been broken up, 3ergeant Williams, tﬁklng two men
with him, went out in front of his position and brought hack eight
prisoners from whom valuable information was obtained.

It was directly due to this NCO's outstanding leadérship and good judg-
ment and his complete disregard for hils own safety that the initial
objective was taken without delay, and an attack which threatened the
consolidation of "C" Company's positicns was beaten off. His actions
have aarnad rﬂr him the respect and 'admiration of all: r&nka af his
aﬂmpaﬂ?. 0
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