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Major $~% Clarke arrived in Normandy in July 1944 #

with the Calgary Highlanders and has served with that unit

first as a platoon commander and later as a company commandeily’

in every engagement in which it teok part.

This officer's leadership and courage throughout
hgve besn outetanding and his conduct in the atteck on GHIFP
THREN, Germany, on 26 April 1945 was characteristic. The
ttalion had to advance over flat open country completely '
.vid of cover and constantly swept by intense shelling and 20
millimetre fire which caused casualties including & platoon
}omnﬂ,ar and two senior nmon-commissioned officers in the
company commanded by Major Clarke,

Knowing that any confusion might prove costly lajor
Clarke personally supervised the movement of each platoon to

the forming up point and across 1200 yards of fire-swept cpen

ground, So well planned and skilfully executed was his attack
that not enly did he succeed in disorganizing the enemy on

his first objective and in rapid exploitation seize one
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88 millimetre gun, three 20 millimetre guns, and several medium machine guns,
killing or capturing the crews, before the ememy could reorganize, but also
by keen observation from a forward position as his company moved onte its
objective he appreciated that further immediate exploitation would succeed.
Obtaining permission of battalion headquarters he led his company forward
with sueh vigour that the battalion was able to move onto 1ts objective

with a minimum or casualties capturing a large number of prisoners.

Major Clarke throughout the entire campaign in Western Europe has
sarned the confidence, respect and admiration of all ranks of the Calgary
Highlanders by his complete indifference to danger, cool and aggressive
leadership, and sound judgment,
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