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During the night of 22/23 September 1944, The
Cal gary Highlanders had to oross the ALBERT CANAL E

at WYNEGHEM nnd establish a bridgehead to enable

a bridge to be put aeross so that the Divisional
advance ocould continue. This was acoomplished |
against heavy opposition and many cesualties oco-
urred during the setiom due Lo heavy mortar, mediupm ' .. -
machine guns, and rifle fire, Evacuation of cofip)

nasualties during this action was most diffioult Il#-ﬁe'ﬂ
wing to the cenpl bridge being blown and the Ccomd = 2(Cdn Inf Div
bridgehead area being under coptinual heavy fire.

Lieutenant DeBiens, fully reslizing the aiffiocu-|/(G @ )
1ty in the evacuation of Sasualties and with a Comd ! Cdn
totul disregard for the enemy fire und his own I

safety, proceeded to the bridgehesd to organige
and personally supervise the evacuation.

The faot that there wes no means of bringing H. D. G. Crebar. "iGesl
stretoher cases ameross the canal caused Lieutemant| . | .
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DeBiens a great desl of worry. However this wae soon solved whep

he saw an ilmprovised raft going aocross with ammanition, and it wes. .
not long until he had organ ized the far bank to bring ecasualties baok
on the raft. AS easusltles became inoreasingly heavy, it was not 8
safe to leave them near the bridgehead. This was soon rectified by
Lieutenant DeBlens who established a relay post.in a convent on the
south . w hours Lieutenant DeBiepns controlled the flow of
casual 1o @ bridgehead to the convent end back to the Regimental
Ald Post, and on many instances he personally carried woupmded men

back himself. Im order to speed up this procedure he brought up his
Joep under heavy fire and narrowly missed being killed on many occasions,
thereby establishing a Jeep ambulsnce serviee between the relay post

and the Regimental Ald Post.

Thrauﬁpg;, this entire sction his extreme devotion t0 duty and his
strong determination to get out casualties resulted im a proximately
mrt.{am being eveouated under his supervision, which otherwise might
not have got aoross until o bridge was established, v :

His pers nal example and high devotion to duty and extreme coolness
upder fire wus anm imspiration and example t0 the streteher bearers nnd
spurred them on to grester efforts im the evacuatlon of the casual tlss,

If a oasualty as under, fill in dﬂ.tlﬂ- The iafant Iy ln-ld-iirn. '.alﬂﬂ this
magnificent aceomplishment im caring for

Naturg of Casualty. | %¢% |  their wounded somrades were greatly
Killed in oction | heartened and ita effeot on th=ir morale
Diad SOWaREIE .. and determination was a very great factor

— in the sugesss of this difficult situation.
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