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In the breakout from CLEVE on the 26 Feb U5

\- Lt John Wesley NEILL was a Troop Leader with the

2{ Cdn Armd Regt. At O430 hrs he and his troop il ,

were 1o lead a column of KANGAROOS carryling J = -Col
infantry across the start line to the objective. [

As soon ae the attack began heavy enemy
mortar and artillery fire was brought to bear on
the column, Added to this, progress was rendered
extremely difflcult when tracked vehicles began
‘0 bog down in the mud. A heavy smoke screen wag’

lald by the enemy and, added to the darkness,
made malntenance of direction virtually impossiblel
It was however the heavy enemy mortar and artill-
ery fire which came from beyond the objeotive whiel
made progress 80 slow. Lt Neill quieckly appreci-
:ﬁlnﬁ the situation declded to make a dash for :

e objJective and attempt, with fire from his
tanke, to dominate the dead ground beyond. The Fizet Gn Mvwy
tank charge was extremely digriuult and dangerous
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due to the fact it was made without infantry support and enemy bazooka
men were in every diteh and ellt trench. Arriving on the objective with
only one other tank he was met by lintense enemy moriar, artillery and
machine gun fire, Although alone with one other tank and faced with
superior enemy fire he refused to withdraw, but coolly and with grim
determination, brought accurate fire to bear on the enemy, inflicting
numerous casualties so that when the infantry arrived some twenty

minutes later they were able to dig in and consolidate without
appreclable loss.

It was without doubt the courageous action of Lt Neill in
dominating the objective under great odde that brought thls operation
to a succeasful concluslon.
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