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REPORT NO 174
HI STORI CAL SECTI ON
CANADI AN M LI TARY HEADQUARTERS

The Canadian Arnmy Occupation Force
in Germany, May 1945 to June 1946

1. The present report deals with Canadian participation in the occupation
of Germany by 21 Army Group from May 1945 to June 1946. The report is divided
into two parts. The first briefly describes the magnitude of the task
confronting the Allies and the plans |laid dowm to execute these tasks. The
second part deals with events i medi ately preceding VE Day, the collapse of
the German Armies, the actual occupation of the British Zone, the Canadi an
participation and its organization, adnministration and tasks within this zone.
The repatriation of Canadian troops from VE Day till the w thdrawal of the

| ast el ements fromthe United Kingdomin Decenmber 1946 will formthe subject

of a separate report.

2. On 11 Dec 44, the Canadi an Government approved the participation of
Canadi an troops int he British Army of Cccupation in Germany, Canadi an
MIlitary Headquarters being advised of this decision in Cable No. 894, dated
22 Dec 44 (CMHQ file TS, 1/Cccup Gp/1.)

1 While this cable was forwarded for advance information only, pending action
by Canada to informthe Governnent of the United Kingdom it formed the basis
for the planning and organi zati on of the Canadi an Force, which ultimtely was
to be known as Canadi an Armmy Occupation Force, (Oficial title notified in

CMHQ file 6/CACF/1, folio 27, CMH Q Adm Order No. 88).

! See Appx "A".
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3. In order to obtain a clear picture of the events which foll owed the
col | apse of Germany, it is necessary to review the plans that had been
formul ated before VE Day, under the code name "ECLIPSE", which in turn was
defined as: Plans and preparations for the operation of occupyi ng Gernany.
(Hi st Sec file AEF/ 21 Arny Go/C/ 1, Docket 1V: 21 Arnmy Group Operation

"ECLI PSE", The Occupation of North-West Germany: Preface).

4, Operation "ECLIPSE" naturally falls into two nain divisions: the
pl anni ng stage prior to VE Day and the events immedi ately precedi ng and

following VE Day. This report will consequently deal successively with:

a. The plans and scope of Operation "ECLIPSE'" before VE Day; and

b. The events i medi ately preceding and follow ng VE Day and the taking

over of the Canadi an area, subsequent operations and admni ni stration

BACKGROUND FOR OPERATI ON " ECLI PSE"

5. Detailed instructions for the occupation of Germany, insofar as the
many problens could be anticipated and visualized at the tine, were issued by
21 Arny Group Headquarters in Belgium in January 1945 (lbid). |In actua

fact, during the planning stages and while operations were still continuing,
occupation had in effect already begun. The rapidity of operations in the

| atter stages of the war, and the frequent and unexpected turn of events which
foll owed each other in quick succession, necessarily nodified the plans in

some i nstances and enl arged upon themin others. Basically, however, the
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original plans for "ECLIPSE" rermai ned an accurate guide for future problens

arising out of the ultinmate surrender of Germany.

6. The defeat of the German arny in 1918 had never been driven hone to the
majority of Germans. The great mass of the people had never seen an allied
sol dier. The occupied zones were indeed narrow limts, the Allies occupying
areas on the east bank of the Rhine with bridgeheads at Col ogne, Koblenz and
W esbaden, each form ng an arc with a radius of about 25 miles. Apart froma
brief sojourn in the Ruhr by the French, the territory of Germany was
unoccupi ed. The Wi mar Constitution, designed to give Germany a denocratic
form of governnent, was dooned to failure at the outset. After centuries of
autocratic rule, under which awe and worship for the nilitary caste was

i nherent, the Gernman nation was not prepared for such a sudden change in form
of governnent. This unpreparedness, allied with social and economn c probl ens;
the sense of injustice towards Germany in the ternms of the Versailles Treaty;
the turmoil caused by the various shades of political parties within the
denocratic framework, all facilitated the rise of discontented |eaders who
found little difficulty in swaying public opinion. Step by step, Germany was

led into Nazismand ultimately into World War 1l1. (lbid, Pamphlet 1, chap 1)

7. In the light of this past experience, the |eaders of the Alied
countries were determ ned that on this occasion there would be no half-
measure. The occupation would be conplete and efficient; Germany's potentia
to threaten the peace of the world would have to be renobved conpletely; if

necessary, the occupation of the whol e of Germany nust continue for many years
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to achieve this end. The broad principle underlying the occupation of Gernmany

was briefly stated as:

Operation "ECLIPSE" is designed to ensure that once and for al
no possi bl e shadow of doubt shall be left in the mnd of a

single German that the military might of the Third Reich has

been shattered.... (lLbid, para 13).
8. This principle envisaged two nmaj or tasks:
a. Destructive----to ensure that the nmilitary m ght of the Reich is
rendered conpletely innocuous ... for all tinme; and
b. Constructive----to re-establish |aw and order so that ... a new

German governnment can enmerge and the re-education of the German

nati onal can take place... (lbid, chap IV, para 1).
9. The future occupation of Germany had been discussed at the Yalta
conference by Churchill, Rossevelt and Stalin. It was fromthe all-enbracing

principles agreed to at this conference that the plans for "ECLI PSE' were
| ater discussed and fornulated in great detail by a planning staff appointed
by 21 Army Group. "ECLIPSE" planning staff was keenly aware of the numerous
forms of obstruction and evasion that m ght be enployed by the Germans to
sabot age effective occupation, an art at which they were particularly adept,
as the Allies had | earned after 1918. Consequently, detailed plans had to

take into consideration such obstructionist tactics as contesting orders or
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demands on the grounds of obscurity; pleas of non-conpetence and the

appoi ntnent of | owranking representatives with this aimin view, attenpts to
refer to a higher Allied authority than that issuing the order; producing
argunments for not carrying out orders; the exploitation of internal disorders;
and endeavours to del ay progress by | engthy nmenoranda, threats, conplaints,
protests, etc., covering a multitude of trivial matters. Likew se there had
to be considered carefully such evasion tactics as furnishing inconplete or
false informati on or withholding information; exploitation of differences in
policy or procedure anong the "Big three" Powers; conceal nent or

m sappropriation, particularly of war material; the use of police as a cloak

for mlitary or quasi-mlitary bodies. (lbid, chap Il, para 14).

OBJECTS OF THE OCCUPATI ON

10. Wth these general points in nmnd, it was now possible to define, in
nore detailed terns, the objects of the occupation. These were as stated
bel ow, and on the whole, were to serve as an accurate guide for all ranks in

the British Zone of Occupati on:

To carry out, within the area of Germany allotted to

21 Arny G oup:

a. The disarmanent, control and ultimte di sbandnent, of all German

mlitary forces, including para-mlitary and police formations,

t hereby preventing a renewal of hostilities;
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to assist the Royal Navy and Royal Air Force, upon request by
either, to take simlar action in respect of the German Navy and Air

Forces (and their auxiliaries), respectively;

The enforcenment of the ternms of surrender by the occupation of

strategic areas within the British Zone;

The elimnation of Nazismand German Mlitarismand the arrest of

War Crimnals and Security Suspects;

The establishnment of |aw and order, through the nmediumof Mlitary
Governnment, within the Army Group Zone in Germany. This inplies the
preservation, or re-establishment, of a suitable German ci vi

admi nistration, to the extent required to acconplish objectives;

The early relief and repatriation of Allied Prisoners of War and

di spl aced Allied Nationals found in the British Zone, and the

m ni mum necessary control of eneny refugees and di spl aced persons;

and

Protection of Allied property, control of certain properties and

conservation of German foreign exchange assets.

(Lbid, Panphlet 2, chap |, para 17)
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11. The objects, though briefly stated, were clear enough. In order to
i ssue more detailed instructions, and ultimately put theminto effect, carefu
consideration had to be given to circunstances in which "ECLI PSE" conditions

m ght arise. Two factors stood out:

a. the probable form of German coll apse; and

b. the probable conditions in Germany after the coll apse.

In the first case it was not anticipated that the Nazi Governnent woul d be
overthrown by nmovenents within Germany. It was considered therefore that
there woul d be no acknow edgenent of unconditional surrender until Germany had
suffered a further major defeat (subsequent to January 1945) such as woul d
enable the Allied forces to penetrate deeply into the Reich. It was

consi dered probable that after such a further defeat, the German Arny, either
on the Western or Eastern front, would |lose all cohesion, in which case piece-
meal surrenders by |ocal commanders m ght then take place, with no fornmal
surrender occurring on the whole front. |In the second case certain
generalizations could be nmade, but it was appreci ated that regional variations
m ght prevail. |t would be inpossible, the planning staff considered, for the
mass of the people, and indeed the arnd forces, to escape the conviction of an
overwhel mi ng defeat. Sabotage was anticipated. Resistance by some S.S.
Groups, individual fanatic in cities, and guerilla bands in nmountain areas was

envi saged. (lbid, para 19, 20)
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12. Wth these problems in mnd, consideration had nowto be given to the
circunstances in which "A" Day (the first day of Operation "ECLIPSE") m ght
occur. It was appreciated that the time of "A" Day's arrival would have a

bearing on final plans. Three cases were therefore visualized:

a. "ECLIPSE" conditions occurring now or in the near future, (that is
to say, at the tinme of issue of Operation "ECLIPSE" instructions),

when the bulk of 21 Army Group was still outside Gernany;

b. The second case envi saged 21 Army Group having fought its way 50 to

100 miles inside Germany when "A" Day would occur; and

c. The last case visualized 21 Arny Group having to fight its way
through the majority, or the whole, of the Arny G oup zone before

"ECLI PSE" conditions should arise.

(Lbid, paras 25-27)

13. It was considered that the planning would be based on the first

i nstance, that is, "A" Day occurring while the bulk of 21 Arny Group was stil
outsi de of Germany. Should other circunmstances arise, plans would be anmended
accordingly. It was realized that plans would in a |large nmeasure contain

el enments to neet conditions that mght arise out of a conbination of any two

sets of circunstances or all three, and also that there m ght be overl apping.
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PHASES OF THE OPERATI ON

14. It was cal cul ated that Operation "ECLIPSE" would fall into three main
phases, which would nost certainly overlap. The Primary Phase woul d consi st
of an advance by our forces within existing boundaries (projected as ordered
at the tine), conducted with the maxi mum speed consistent with security, with
the object of securing certain inmportant strategic areas, deep inside Germany,
of extending our air threat, and then of conpleting the occupation of the

British Zone north of the Inter-Arny Group Boundary (lbid, para 32).

15. The Secondary Phase woul d i nvol ve:

a. The disarmanent and control of eneny forces remmining in Germany,

Nort h Hol | and and DenmarKk;

b. Mopping up any German troops remai ning on the islands within the

Arnmy Group Area,

c. Possibly, the re-deploynent of German divisional groups awaiting

di sbandnent from provisional to internediate (and in sonme cases

final) concentration areas;

d. Initial work in connection with the destruction of German war

potenti al ;
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e. Priority discharge, and possibly the comencenent of genera

di sbandnment; and

f. The re-distribution of our forces within the British Zone. This was

nost likely to take place towards the end of the Secondary Phase,

woul d be spread over a period of tinme and woul d entail

(1) Taking over fromthe Anmericans (and, possibly, fromthe

Russi ans) those parts of the British Zone initially occupied by

t hem

(2) Handing over to the Anericans the PREMEN - BERMERHAVEN Encl ave

and to the Russians any portion of their zone which may

initially have been overrun by us; and

(3) The establishment of HANNOVER, WESTPVALI A, RH NE PROVI NCE and

(if not already done) SCHLESW G HOLSTEIN Corps District.

(Lbid, para 33)

16. The Fi nal Phase woul d incl ude:

a. Conpletion of the disbandnment of the German arnmed forces, including

para-mlitary organizations;
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b. Reduction in the strength of 21 Arny Group to the nunber of
formations and units required for the long term occupation of

Cer many;

c. Conpletion of the destruction of the German war potential; and

d. Continued garrisoning of Gernany.

(Lbid, para 34)

17. Havi ng defi ned the phases of occupation in general ternms, the planning
staff turned its attention to certain coordinating factors with Allied troops
and with services. It was appreciated that in the course of operations,
British, American and Russian troops would be fighting within each others'
future occupation zones when "A" Day occurred. It was considered therefore
that the first phase of "ECLIPSE" would be carried out by the troops actually
on the ground, and that readjustnents within each zone would require the
setting up of appropriate liaison and co-ordinating machinery. This
changeover and readjustnment of troops in the various zones would find Phase
One of "ECLIPSE" merging into Phase Two. At sone period during Phase Two the
supreme command woul d pass fromthe then supreme commander to a Tri-partite
(British - American - Russian) Control Council to be set up in Berlin. (lbid,

paras 35 - 38)

18. Cccupational responsibilities anticipated sonme of the problenms that

woul d devol ve upon the Royal Navy, the Royal Air Force and upon services in
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the Arny. It was necessary therefore that close |liaison between 21 Arny G oup
and ot her services be maintained, as it was realized that the Arny woul d have
to give considerable assistance to the Naval and Air Force elenents. Briefly,
this assistance consisted in providing adnministrative services which were an
Arny responsibility under the agreed procedure in the field; and within the
Arny's resources, providing assistance to the Navy in carrying out the
control, disarmanent, discipline, enploynment, disbandnent of the Gernman Navy,
naval coast artillery, naval infantry, instructional and research
establishnents. Wherever possible the Arny would assist the Navy with regard
to the custody and primary di sposal of German naval war material

installations and defences. The Arnmy was to provide siml|ar assistance to the
Royal Air Force insofar as it affected the Gernman Air Force di sarmanent and

di sbandnent. (lbid, paras 39 and 40)

19. The objects to be achieved in the Prinmary Phase were:

a. To occupy as rapidly as possible certain strategic areas of Gernmany

within the Army Group boundaries up to the points of contact with

t he Russi ans;

b. To take initial action to ensure our own security and the security

of Allied Prisoners of War; and

c. To extend the area occupied to include the whole of the Arnmy Group

area, within existing boundaries, projected as nmay | ater be ordered.
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20.

(Lbid, chap Il, para 2)

Dependi ng upon the linits reached by the Russian advance and on the

Inter-Arny Group boundary at the tinme, the nmain objectives to be secured by

the First Canadi an and Second British Arm es were:

To secure the crossings over the RHINE north of the Inter-Arny G oup

boundary; and

To secure successively the BREMEN, HAMBURG and KI EL areas and the

Li nes of Communi cation to them..

(lLbid, para 4 a.)

It was al so foreseen that additional tasks would have to be undertaken, either

si mul taneously or on conpletion of the tasks outlined above, according to the

forces available at the tine. These were:

Despatch m ni mum forces into North-Wst HOLLAND to di sarm and

concentrate Germans there and to open mai nt enance routes;

Di sarm and concentrate German arned forces encountered, particularly

int he area NORTH of the main thrust to BREMEN
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c. One British Division with ancillary troops to be despatched to

BERLI NE under Aneri can Command. 2

(lLbid, para 4 b.)

21. Wth plans as far advanced as they now were, consideration could be

given to boundaries. These were initially defined as foll ows:

a. Between Ninth US Army and First US Arnmy -- all inclusive to Ninth

Arnmy:  WESEL - HAMM - DETMOLD - HI LDESHEI M - BRUNSW CK - BERLIN,;

b. Between Ninth US Arny and Second British Arnmy -- inclusive to Second
Arny:  XANTEN - excl usi ve MUNSTER - inclusive HANNOVER - G FHORN -
SALZWEDEL (with running rights for Second Army through MUNSTER and

for Ninth Arny through HANNOVER); and

c. Between Second British Arnmy and First Canadian Arny -- all inclusive
to Second Arny: REES - RHEINE - OSNABRUCK - DI EPHOLZ (with running
rights for Canadian Army) - N ENBURG - SOLTAU - LUNEBURG - excl usive

LUBECK.

(lLbid, para 4 c.)

2 A Canadi an conposite unit, equivalent to one battalion with a brass band was
ultimately detailed to formpart of this force to take part in the Victory
parade in Berlin. (WD., COC-in-C, First Cdn Arny, 12 June 43)
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22. Wth these objects and objectives now nore clearly defined, the

pl anning staff turned its attention to additional comm tnments which would in
all likelihood arise after the surrender of Germany. These were in many
respects extensions arising out of problens previously foreseen, but which
required greater definition. They included a wide range of subjects, the nobst
i mportant being appropriate action against eneny units which refused to
surrender; security of Ls. of C.; security neasures in general; specia
targets; protection of German military records and archives; guarding of
signal installations; arrest and detention of war crimnals and security
suspects; the establishment of MIlitary Governnment; seizure of war materials
and di sarmanent. In view of the numerous problens that would arise concerning
the civilian population, the adm nistration in early stages would devol ve
entirely upon mlitary bodies. Consequently the subject of displaced persons
received close attention, and careful thought was given to the matter of
frontier control, information services and concentration canps. (H st Sec
file AEF/ 21 Arny Gp/C/ 1, Docket 1V: 21 Arnmy Group Operation "ECLIPSE", The

Occupation of North-Wst Germany: Preface)

23. It was foreseen that functions which had been outlined for the First
Phase woul d overlap into the Secondary Phase, and that comr tnents outlined
for both the earlier phases would overlap into the Final Phase. This

overl apping was adm tted as an essential part of Operation "ECLIPSE", since it
was obvious that with the collapse of Germany certain i medi ate neasures had
to be taken, and that these would be continuing functions even if nodified or

ext ended.

17 Report No. 174



24.

wer e:

Briefly therefore,t he objects to be achieved in the Secondary Phase

a. The conpletion of the occupation of the area north of the Inter-Arny

Group boundaries (including all islands and the area of Gernany

north of the Kiel canal, giving priority to the capture of the ports

not already in our hands and, in particular, the Cuxhaven, Hanburg,

Bremen and Brenmerhaven. A mgjor commtment will be the openi ng of

Hanbur g.

b. The further disarmanent and comrencenent of general di sbandnent of

the German sea, land and air forces, and of para-military

or gani zati ons.

c. The establishnment of |aw and order and Mlitary Government

t hroughout the Arnmy Group area.

d. The establishnent of frontier control, followed by the abolition of

the Rhine - |jssel and Kiel Canal Barrier Zone.

e. The destruction or capture of eneny hol ding out in Dunkirk and the

I slands off the North German coast.

f. The despatch of a force to disarmand control Gernman forces in

Denmark if the situation at the tinme so demands; and
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g. The re-deploynment of 21 Arny Group to conformto the British
nati onal Zonedi ncludi ng the handling over of the Brenen enclave to

t he Ameri cans.

(Lbid, chap Ill, para 2)

25. Wiile it was appreciated that the majority of the Allied fornmations in
Germany woul d be tied down to garrison and guard duties, the w despread
distances in the British zone would affect the ultinate organizati on of the
British occupying force. The Hannover Corps district for exanple was nearly
200 miles across fromeast to west and approximately 180 miles fromnorth to
south. Rhine Province was about 220 miles fromnorth to south. The need for
nmobi |l e reserves was therefore appreciated as particularly inportant in the
British zone. Canadian nmobile units were destined to formpart of this
reserve. This phase envisaged additional and nore detail ed tasks, anmobng which
can be nentioned guards for supply trains; escorts for road convoys; the

di sposal of war material; German war factories; Allied prisoners of war;

MIlitary Governnent comritnments; and, if it had not capitulated at this tine,

3 Definition of British Zone of Cccupation wi thin Germany:

The British Forces under a British Conmander will occupy the territory of
Germany west of the following |ine:

From the point on LUBECK BAY where the frontiers of SCHLESW G HOLSTEI N and
MECKLENBURG neet, along the western frontier of MECKLENBURG to the frontier of
the province of HANNOVER, thence along the eastern frontier of HANNOVER to the
frontier of BRUNSW CK, thence along the western frontier of the Prussian

provi nce of SAXONY to the frontier of the province of HESSEN NASSAU. Thence

al ong the northern and western frontier of HESSEN-NASSAU to the River Rhine,
thence sout hwards al ong the central navi gabl e channel of the River RHINE to the
i nternational boundary between FRANCE and GERMANY. (See nmap, Appx "H')

(Lbid, chap Ill, para 2)
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Dunkirk was to be dealt with when convenient. (lbid, chap Ill, paras 21 et

seq)

26. As it was fully appreciated that the Final

effect for

Phase woul d not conme into

a considerable time, detailed plans could not be forrmulated at this

stage of planning (January 1945). Rather, the objects and commitnments as laid

down were

rather than definite statenments of fact. As noted earlier, this phase did

foresee the conpletion (or

more in the nature of a forecast in outline of the course of events

| eft unconpl et ed.

27. The

objects of the Final Phase fell into two divisions, Short Term

obj ects and Long Term objects, as foll ows:

SHORT TERM OBJECTS
To conmplete the denilitarization of Germany in the
shortest possible tinme. This includes the disposal, by
removal from Germany or destruction in Gernmany, of al
remai ni ng war equi pnent, the destruction of all fixed
defences in the priority laid down, and the final and
conpl ete di sbandnent of the German arned forces and the

destruction of German war potential;

To repatriate all Allied prisoners of war and al

di spl aced persons still remaining in Germany; and
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c. On the conclusion of a., to reduce the strength of 21 Arny

Group to the mnimum nunbers of formations and units

required for long-term occupation of the British Zone in

Cer many.

LONG TERM OBJECTS

a. To ensure that the Germans have no opportunity of reviving

their ability to make war;

b. To conplete the eradication of Nazism and German

Mlitarism and

c. To re-educate Gernman youth.

(lLbid, chap IV, paras 2, 3)

28. Short-termtasks involved the conpletion of those commitnents already

referred to in the Secondary Phase as well as permanent commitnments, which

i ncluded the security of lines of conmunication; protection of headquarters;

guards for arrested war crimnals; MIlitary Government and control of
i nformati on services. Permanent conmm tnents would al so include the
continuation of protecting Ls. of C., and headquarters; unearthing war

crimnals and security detainees; guarding of radio transnmtters, and the
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institution of MIlitary Governnent to conplete outstanding tasks from Primary

and Secondary Phases. (lbid, paras 7 to 24)

29. Not the | east of the problens to be faced by an occupation force in
Germany was the setting up of a suitable form of Governnent after the tota
col |l apse of the German military nmachine, which in view of the country's
political organization, would drag the governing machinery with it into chaos.
The inportance attached to Mlitary Governnment by Allied Commanders can best
be understood by definition and by a statenent of its responsibilities and

some of its objectives as visualized by the planning staff:

DEFI NI TI ON

MIlitary Governnent has been defined as that form of governnment which
is established and nmai ntai ned by a belligerent by force of arns over
occupied territory and over the inhabitants thereof. It not only
operates during the period before organi zed resi stance has ceased, but
al so the post-hostilities period during which the victorious arm es nay
occupy the entire territory of the defeated state. It remains in
effect until a treaty of peace has been signed and ratified and it is
possible that this treaty may provide for the continuance of the

occupation in a nodified form

RESPONSI BI LI TY
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The responsibility for governnent of the occupied territory rests
with the mlitary commander under whose control the territory has
come. Mlitary Governnent in Germany has been announced by a
procl amati on, which contains general declarations of policy and
action directed to the inhabitants of the occupied territory.

Procl amati ons, | aws, ordinances, notices and directives of genera
interest to the Gernman public will be published and posted in such

manner as the Mlitary Government nmay determne ..

The Mlitary Governor of the area occupied by the British/
United States forces will be the Suprene Commander, Allied

Expedi tionary Force, fromwhomall authority will derive.

The policy of Mlitary Governnent will be initially, and unti
assunmed by the Control Council, the responsibility of the Suprene

Commander, Allied Expeditionary Force.

The Commander-in-Chief, 21 Arny Group, has had del egated to him by
t he Suprenme Conmander responsibility for MIlitary Governnent in his
area, and has, with certain exceptions, e.g. collective punishnents
re-del egated his powers to Army Comranders, who in turn may re-
del egate their responsibility and authority (except in the case of

col l ective punishments) to Corps Commanders.

MIlitary Governnent is a conmmand responsibility and will be

admi ni stered through the normal nilitary chain of comuand.
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a. Inposition of the will

b. The

c. The
d. The
e. The
f. The
g. The

PRI MARY OBJECTI VES

control and care f displaced persons;

appr ehensi on of war crimnnals;

elimnation of Nazism and Fasci sm

restorati on and mai ntenance of | aw and order

protection of United Nations' property; and

establishnent and preservation of a suitable civi

adm ni stration.

30. So wi despread were the problens antici pated,
gave | engthy and carefu

m ght confront the Allies upon the eventua

(Lbid, Panphlet 10, chap |

col | apse of Germany.

of the Allies upon occupied Germany;

paras 1, 2, 4)

that the planning staff

considerations to the many forns and situations which

This in turn

produced conprehensive and detailed instructions to Allied Conmanders,

the sane tinme provided an outline of the then existing German Civi

adm nistration. (See Panphlet 10, Operation "ECLIPSE")
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31. The foregoi ng paragraphs give a very broad outline of Operation

"ECLI PSE", an outline which, neverthel ess, sets out the magnitude of the task
visualized by the Allied Nations, and the general instructions under which
this task m ght be carried out. The conprehensive manner in which every
aspect of the tremendous probl em ahead was consi dered and planned for in
advance is illustrated by the all-enbracing nature of the following |ist of
panphl ets, which contain, insofar as could be visualized, guiding principles

for the occupation of Germany:

Panphl et 1 General .

Panphl et 2 General outline of the tasks to be carried out in Gernany.
Panphl et 3 The Naval and Air Force plans.

Panphl et 4 Control and adm ni stration of the Gernman Forces.

Panphl et 5 Para-m litary organi zati ons and police forces.

Panphl et 6 Counter-intelligence.

Panphl et 7 Di sar manent .

Panphl et 8 Di sbandnent .

Panphl et 9 Al lied Prisoners of War.

Panphl et 10 The MIlitary Governnent of Germany.

Panphl et 11 Control of information services and public entertainnents.
Panphl et 12 Movenents and transportation

Panphl et 13 Signal comrunications in Germany.

(Hi st Sec file AEF/ 21 Arny Gp/C/ 1 Docket IV: 21 Arny Group Operation

"ECLI PSE", The Occupation of North-Wst Germany)
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CANADI AN ARMY OCCUPATI ON FORCE | N GERMANY

32. Late in the evening of 4 May 45, an historic nmessage reached First Cdn

Arny from 21 arny Group Headquarters:

GO 411 A SECRET. ALL OFFENSI VE ACTI ON W LL CEASE FROM RECEI PT
THIS SIGNAL. ORDERS WLL BE G VEN TO ALL TPS TO CEASE FI RE 0800
HRS TOMORROW SATURDAY 5 MAY. FULL TERMS OF LOCAL GERMAN
SURRENDER ARRANGED TODAY FOR 21 ARMY GP FRONT FOLLOW  EMPHASI SE
THESE PROVI SI ONS APPLY SOLELY TO 21 ARMY GP FRONT AND ARE FOR

THE MOMENT EXCL OF DUNKI RK.  ACK

(WD., Ops Branch, First Cdn

Arny, May 1945: Appx 12)

"A" Day had come --- eleven nonths | ess one day after the landing of Allied
troops on the beaches of Normandy. The war machine of the Third Reich was
shattered, Operation "OVERLORD' was history; Operation "ECLI PSE' was now a

fact.

33. Wth the closing days of April 1945, the imrinence of a total German
col | apse was becoming increasingly evident. |In Holland and al ong the coast,
di spersed pockets of resistance still held out; in Germany, while sone stiff
fighting was still in progress, signs of disintegration were obvious. By

3 May, O denburg had fallen to 2 Cdn Inf Div (WD., HQ 2 Cdn Inf Div,

May 1945); on 4 May 3 Cdn Inf Div and Polish Arnd Div (then under comuand

26 Report No. 174



First Cdn Army), were before Aurich and Jever, threatening assault unless the
German conmander surrendered (WD., HQ 3 Cdn Inf Div, My 1945). In view of
surrender negotiations that were then going on between Field Marsha

Mont gomery and Adniral Doonitz, the attack was postponed. 4 Cdn Arnd Div was
operating in the area of Varel (WD., HQ 4 Cdn Arnd Div, May 1945), 5 Cdn
Armd Div in the Groningen area and 1 Cdn Inf Div in the area between Rotterdam

and Ansterdam (WDs., HQ 5 Cdn Arnd Div and HQ 1 Cdn Inf Div, My 1945).

34. The end of hostilities presented a confused picture. Scattered units
of the German Arny in North-Western Europe surrendered to | ocal conmmanders;
other units continued fighting. Some of the German troops were properly
formed units; other troops were nmere "bodies of nen" |acking unity, cohosion
and control. Sonme Gernman conmanders did not know the locality of other
formations or units; in nunmerous cases they could not give the strength of
their own commands to Allied Commanders. The German civil machinery too, had

col |l apsed in utter confusion.

35. It was chiefly because of these unpredictable chaotic conditions that
some of the detailed instructions contained in Operation "ECLIPSE" coul d not
be applied in their entirety. Nevertheless, the |essons | earned and

i nformati on gained fromthis planning proved a sound basis and of great val ue.
Owing to the manner in which the collapse came, with no formal surrender unti
practically the whole of Germany had been overrun, it was not possible to use
"ECLI PSE" machinery for control purposes as had been envi saged. "ECLIPSE" did
however, provide the requisite information and the basis for planning for the

various tasks arising fromnilitary control and occupation. (Cabinet Ofice
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file Box 113 BAOR/ 437/ Ops: Sellor's Report, Notes on "G' and Adnministrative

Activities of 21 Arny Gp, May - July 1945).

36. The original plans for "ECLI PSE" had anticipated using the German chain
of conmand to control, disarm docunment and di sbhand the German Army. The
manner in which the Gernman defeat cane about made the use of this machinery
impractical. As a result an 'ad hoc' organization was set up. A "German
Headquarters" was therefore created for the purpose of controlling the
surrendered troops, organising theminto certain selected concentration areas,
obtaining information as to nunbers and arranging for their maintenance. From
this "ad hoc' organization would enmerge an organi zati on which, when the tine
came, would be in existence for the gradual disbandnent of the German Arny.

(Lbi d)

37. The original "ECLIPSE" plans for establishing a nunber of concentration
areas, each of some 40,000 surrendered troops, dispersed over the British zone
and controlled by British brigades was not practicable under the circunstances
of the surrender. Instead |large concentration areas were selected in sectors
where the surrendered Wehrmacht were actually found. The 150, 000 Gernan
troops in Holland who were surrendered by Ceneral Blaskowitz to the First Cdn
Arny, were marched across the |jssel neer causeway and Northern Holland to the
Aurich Peninsula. Upon the disbandment of 2 Cdn Corps this concentration area

came under 30 Corps District. (lbid)

38. During the final days of the canpaignh there was abundant evi dence that

the German Arnmy was conscious of its total defeat. There had been |oca
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parl eys and | ocal surrenders. The clinmx of these m nor negotiations was
reached on 2 May with the proceedi ngs for the surrender of Hanburg. The
negoti ati ons which began in Hanburg |led on 3 May to the despatch by Doenitz of
envoys to Tactical H Q 21 Arnmy Group, then at Luneburg Heath. By this tine

t he Commander-in-Chi ef had ordered a pause int he advance to be nade on a line
passi ng through Hamburg and Lubeck. Some fighting was still in progress with

German remmants in the Cuxhaven and Enden peni nsul as.

39. Little time was lost in putting the first phase of "ECLIPSE" into
operation. Followi ng the capitulation of the Gernman Forces facing 21 Arny
Group, General Crerar issued orders to Col-Gen Blaskowitz on 6 May, informng
himthat the GO C 1 Cdn Corps (Lt-Gen Foul kes) woul d accept his surrender
and signature on behalf of the existing command (G O. C. 2 Cdn Corps had

al ready accepted the surrender of German forces in O denburg area).

40. | medi ately troops of 1 Cdn Corps began to nove into Western Holland to
liberate the areas occupied by the Twenty-fifth German Arny and di sarmthe
German forces. The process of disarmanment and di sposal of this huge force was
speedily initiated by Canadi an troops, and by 25 May the disarned Twenty-fifth
Arny began its long trek to the concentration area of the Aurich Peninsul a.
After crossing the |Ijssel neer causeway, they were taken over by 2 Cdn Corps.

(Lbi d)

41. The extensive relief neasures planned by the Allies could not be
brought into operation i mediately. Consequently, responsibility for

i medi ate nmeasures for the relief and rehabilitation of the northern and
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sout hern provinces of Holland and Utrecht devolved on First Cdn Arny. The
probl ems confronting the Canadi an troops were nmani fold. These included the

i ntegration of these provinces with the territories previously |iberated; the
supply of food and fuel; the urgent need for nedical supplies; the evening up
of distribution of inported and existing Dutch stocks (much food and nedica
supplies in the first few days were brought in by all fornms of sea, |and and
air transport). Not |east anong the problens was the restorati on of displaced
persons; the distribution of the population to mnimze the danger of over-
crowdi ng consequent on flooding and mlitary operations, and the restoration
of rail, road and water transportation. Assistance was also given in re-
establishing Dutch authorities to carry out normal functions; and while
Canadi an troops were awaiting repatriation, valuable help was given in
gathering the harvest. In fact, by 12 May, a regular ferry-lorry service was
operating for the larger cities. (H st Sec file AEF 45/First Cdn Arny/C E

Docket 1: Arny Commander's Report to Mnister of National Defence; and

Sellor's Report, op cit).

TRANSPORTATI ON, COMMUNI CATI ONS AND LABOUR

42. Wth the end of hostilities the transportation comm tnments of 21 Arny
Group increased considerably. |In addition to their extensive responsibilities
in Bel giumand Hol |l and, transportation services had to undertake the contro
and rehabilitation of transportation in a |large area of Germany in which the
rail way system covered a route mleage equivalent to al nost the whol e of that
of England. The co-operation of the German transportation organizations,

particularly in the |lower regions, and the genuine desire of their enployees
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to see the services restored, alone nade it possible to conmence operation to
a sufficient degree to neet the requirenents of the mlitary forces and

Mlitary Governnent. (Sellor's Report, op cit).

43. To neet sone of the transportation problens, regional control teans
were set up to operate the German railway systemthrough the R B.D. 4 officials
and organi zations. A |large nunber of railway nmen were encouraged to return to
work on railways by direct contact on the spot, wi thout waiting for the
reorgani zing German railway authorities to act. It was then found desirable
to set up a central German control organization to work al ongside the 21 Arny
Group Railway Directorate to deal with day to day railway problens between the
R B.Ds. and with the allocation of rolling stock. One of the problenms was the
restoration of conditions and terns of enploynment similar to those in effect
before the occupation, in order to encourage German railway workers to return
to work. Facilities were arranged with Mlitary Governnment to enable R B.Ds.
to obtain the noney with which to pay their enpl oyees. A very high proportion

returned to work as a result of this policy. (lbid)

44, An extensive reconnai ssance of all roads, bridges and canals in the
British zone was undertaken and a plan of the nain roads to be devel oped was
evol ved. Many bridges, particularly on autobahns and over nmin water
obstacl es, had been destroyed, and a vast anount of work was undertaken to
clear the debris and construct and strengthen bridges and raise the | evel of

these constructions to permt the navigation of waterways. (lbid)

4 Rei schbahn Direcktion
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45, | npl erentation of the first phase of "ECLIPSE" operations in Germany
fell to 2 Cdn Inf Div, commanded by Brigadier A B. Matthews, and ancillary
troops, with divisional headquarters |ocated at Aurich. Headquarters 2 Cdn
Corps was | ocated at Bad Zwi schenahn, where on 5 May, German General Straube
surrendered to Lt-Gen G G Sinpbnds, Cond 2 Cdn Corps. This formal surrender
took place in an hotel overlooking Lake Zwi schenahn. A wooden tablet int he
room where the instrunent of surrender was signed bears the follow ng

i nscription:

In this roomon 5 May 1945, consequent on the capitulation of
the German Forces in N.W Europe, Lt-Gen G G Sinonds, G O C
2 Cdn Corps, in the presence of Div Conmanders and Senior Staff
O ficers of the corps net Gen. der Infanterie Erich Straube and
i ssued orders for the surrender of all German |and, sea and air

forces in North Friesland.

(I'nscription observed and copied by the narrator)

46. Due to the nature of the German col |l apse many probl ens demanded
i medi ate attention and energetic neasures on the part of the occupying troops
and Mlitary Government detachnents working through military channels. Chief
anong these was the di sarmanment and concentration of surrendered Gernman
troops, the control and welfare of the civilian popul ation, and provision for
di spl aced persons and |i berated prisoners of war who were mgrating in |large
nunbers to the Canadian area, as well as to other areas within the 21 Arny

G oup Zone.
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47. The surrendered Germans were concentrated without delay int he area
north of Enms - Jade canal. |In fact, by 29 May, some 120,000 prisoners had
been concentrated. By 22 June, this nunber had increased to sone 200, 000,
consequent upon the arrival of the surrendered Twenty-fifth German Army from

Hol | and.

48. Civil government machinery had to be established without delay, a task
that was admirably carried out by Mlitary Government working through mlitary
channels. Their problens were nunerous. It had to be driven hone to Germans
that their country had suffered a total and crushing defeat. They had to be

i mpressed with the fact that Gernman governing machi nery had conpletely
col | apsed and that the governnment of the various areas was that set up by the
Al lied forces and administered through Mlitary Governnment, and instructions
and orders issued by this body were to be obeyed and carried out pronptly,
backed by the military forces if necessary. The distribution of food,
clothing, fuel and the control of services were additional problens that cane

within the scope of Mlitary Governnent machinery.

2 CDN INF DI V'S PERI OD OF OCCUPATI ON

49, Units of 2 Cdn Inf Div were located in the nost inmportant cities and
towns, while nobile units were strategically placed to patrol w de areas.
Guards were provided for concentration areas, and personnel provided to
control and man comruni cations. Wth the initial stages of reorganization in

the British Zone, 2 Cdn Inf Div canme under command of 30 Corps District. On
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15 June the division noved its headquarters from Aurich to Bad Zwi schenahn

(WD., HQ 2 Cdn Inf Div, 15 Jun 45)

50. Wil e these nany tasks were being dealt with during the initial stages
of the occupation, the transition fromfighting to occupational duties brought
with it new problenms for our troops. They had nore leisure tinme on their
hands, and nentally they were not keyed up to the pitch of the days of intense
action. To fill in much of this spare tine, new neasures were soon introduced
which urged all ranks to take advantage of the various courses provided by the
army through educational services. Al forns of sports were organized within
the units of the division and sports neets took place on a division |evel.
Auxiliary Services provided a wi de range of entertai nment which included

novi ng pi ctures and stage shows.

51. Gradual l y, as had been visualized by the planning staff, the first

phase of "ECLIPSE" nerged into the second phase. First phase commitnents,
however, necessarily overlapped into the second phase, while sone of themwere
automatically continuing functions. It becane increasingly evident that the
organi zati on of the proposed occupational force would have to be adjusted to
meet its particular operational requirenments. Late in May 1945, the Commander
of 2 Cdn Inf Div was inforned that his formation would be relieved by 3 Cdn
Inf Div, which was then reorgani zing and was to be the official Canadian
occupying force in Germany. On 9 Jul 2 Cdn Inf Div began its nove into

Holland and ultimately to Canada. By 11 Jul 3 Cdn Inf div, Canadian Arny
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Occupation Force® commnded by Maj-Gen C. Vokes, had taken over its new
duties. The brigades of the reorganized division bore the distinguishing
prefix "2" before their respective nunbers. They were initially commnded as

foll ows:

Brigadier T.G Gbson, D.S.O, 2/7 Cdn Inf Bde, C A O F.
Bri gadier M P. Bogert, D.S.O, OB.E., 2/8 Cdn Inf Bde, C. A OF.

Brigadier WJ. Mygill, D.S.0, 2/9 Cdn Inf Bde, C A O F.

(WD., "G'" Branch, H Q, 2 Cdn
Inf Div, April to July 1945;
AEF/ First Cdn Arnmy/C/E/: Arny

Commander's Report to M nister of

Nat i onal Defence; and CMH Q

file 1/OQccup Gp/l: Cable
Defensor to Cannmilitry, CGS 265,

25 May 45)

52. 3 Cdn Inf Div with ancillary troops becane Canada's official
contribution to the allied occupation forces in Gernmany. The tasks to be
encountered, and the role to be placed, were vastly different fromthe role of
the Canadian Arny up to VE Day. At a garrison theatre in Aurich, Mj-

Gen Vokes explained in considerable detail the responsibilities of C. A OF.

5 The name 3 Cdn Inf Div (C. A OF.) was adopted to distinguish the formation from

the fornmer operational division.
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and the responsibilities of officer and nmen alike. He gave the genera
outline of the training and educational programme that would be foll owed
during its period of occupation. On the behaviour of all ranks would

Canadi ans as a whol e be judged. To gain and hold the respect of all Gernans
as well as with other occupying forces, required constant supervision and

i rreproachable discipline. 3 Cdn Inf Div CA OF., he said: "... was to be
the 'show piece' of the Canadian Arny". (WD., "G Branch, HQ 3 Cdn Inf Div

(C.AOF.), 13 Jul 45)

53. The term nation of conmbined command in Germany coincided with the
general reorganization of the allied zones, very nuch in the manner that had
been foreseen in the planning of the operation. This was officially notified

by a ci pher nessage issued by the Suprenme Conmander

TERM NATI ON OF COVBI NED COMVAND AND DI SSOLUTI ON OF SUPREME
HEADQUARTERS ALLI ED EXPEDI TI ONARY FORCE AS SPECI FI ED I N S-95710,
DATED 6 JULY AND S-96169 DATED 9 JULY W LL BECOVE EFFECTI VE

0001B HOURS 14 JULY.

(Cabinet office file: 21 A Gp/0/572/ Ops (B), Boc 73,

file No. 433)

54. The regrouping of formations and units within 21 Army Goup area was

rapidly reaching a firmbasis. By 2 Oct 30 Corps District area (commanded by
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Lt-Gen Sir B.G Horrocks, KB.E, CB., DSO, MC.,), which included the

Canadi an Occupational Force, had conpleted its redeploynment as foll ows:

a. Province of Hannover | ess:

( St adt krei s Weser nunde,
6 ( Landkrei s Weser nunde,
( Landkreis Osterhol z, and that portion of

Landkrei s Bl ankenburg which |ies east of River

War me Bode.

b. Land of Brunsw ck.

c. Land of O denburg - |ess Landkreis Wesermarsch.

7 (CAOF. file 5-0-1, 30 Corps District Gen Adm Instr No. 130,

2 Oct 45)

55. Wthin the Canadi an occupation area, the chief problens that faced

C.A O F. upon assum ng its occupational role were:

6 Taken over by U. S. Forces.

7 This and all subsequent C.A OF. file sources refer to 3 Cdn Inf Div C.A O F.
files. See Appx "G'.
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a. Getting the population through the winter. This involved the
provi si on of food, acconmpdati on and the handling of refugees, and

the prevention and control of disease.

b. Fuel.

c. Transportation.

d. Dealing with the German youth. It was with this class of Germans
that Nazismnmade its greatest strides, and their re-education al ong
denocratic lines required a careful selection of |eaders from anong
the Germans thensel ves and equal |y careful supervision on the part

of Mlitary Governnent and the Army. (Hist Sec file CA OF./CF

Docket I1: Report on Organization and activities of the CACE
Part 111
56. The Canadi an occupation area varied little throughout the whole period

of Canadi an participation. The area as at Decenber 1945 is representative of
the C. A O F. occupation, when the Canadian force was responsible for the

Regi frungsbesi rke Aurich and Land O denburg. (Regifrungsbesirke, abbreviated
Reg-Bez are administrative areas simlar to provincial counties. Wthin these
Reg- Bez are Stadtkreise and Landkreise, the former normally consisting of a
town of over 20,000 inhabitants; the latter are rural areas and in sone cases
may contain towns of sone size.) Wthin the Reg-Bez Aurich, C A O F. was
responsi bl e for Landkreise Aurich, Leer, Norden, Wttrmund and Stadkreise

Emden. I n Land O denburg were Landkrei se Amerl and, Friesland, QO denburg,
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Vechta and St adkrei se Del menhorst, O denburg and W/ hel nshaven. (lbid,

Part IV; and CA OF. file 201/Op Instrs/1/G 25 Jul 45)

THE TASKS OF C. A. O F.

57. During the early stages of the occupation the tasks of CA OF. were a

reiteration of the tasks laid down in Operation "ECLIPSE": (a) destructive,

and (b) constructive. These tasks were carried out within the Canadi an area

as follows:

a. Control, disarmanent and di sbandment of the Wehrnacht;

b. Elimnation of the Nazi Party by counter intelligence personnel

c. Acceptance by the Arny in general and by Mlitary Governnment in

particul ar of the responsibility for:

(1) The establishnment of Mlitary Governnent;

(2) The protection, care and evacuation of Allied prisoners of war;

(3) The deployment of displaced persons;

(4) The re-establishnment of German refugees;

(5) The prevention of starvation and di sease;
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(6) The control of information services;

(7) The re-education of the German youth; and

(8) Ensuring that the Gernmans have no opportunity of reviving their
ability to make war.
O the foregoing itens b. and c. (7) and (8) were recognized as long term
objects while the remai nder were short termobjects. (C A OF. file 45/3 Cdn

Inf Div/ICF, report on Organi zation and Activities of the CA O F., Part V,

and CA OF. file 265/ Op Instrs/1, Op "ECLIPSE" Notes No. 1, 21 July 45)

59. The establishment of the German concentration area north of the Ems -
Jade canal was one of the problenms which denmanded constant vigilance to
prevent escapes and to maintain order while the process of disbandment was in
progress. After a few nonths of concentration, the prisoners becanme restless,
not having heard fromtheir relatives and fanmlies for nany nonths. As a
result many attenpted and sone succeeded in crossing the Ens - Jade canal in
an effort to return to their homes. Heavy guards had to be established al

al ong the canal and the chief obstacles illuminated by searchlights. (WD.,

"G' Branch, 3 Cdn Inf Div, C.A OF., February 1945: Appx 54)

60. During July, August and Septenber it was known that a | arge nunber of
German soldiers had left the concentration area w thout being properly
docunent ed and di scharged. It was believed that in nobst cases they had
returned to their homes and to work on the land. |In sone cases they were nen

who had deserted fromthe Wehrmacht to escape arrest. To increased nunber of
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escapes was due in a great neasure to the w thdrawal of the searchlights by

B.A.OR for use in other parts of the British Zone. Now that the harvest had
been gathered, and that winter was setting in, it was inportant that these be
rounded up. As a result, an operation was instituted in the formof "sweeps".

(CAOF. file 209/Security/1/G Oder for Security Checks, No.

913/ OP/ TIN 45, 2 Nov 45). These consisted of sudden raids, w thout warning,

in the dead of the night. The followi ng instruction was issued by the

commander of the Canadi an force:

Bri gades will be responsible for carrying out the search ... al
searches will be carried out as properly organized nmlitary
operations, no previous warnings being given to the inhabitants.
Troops, in conjunction with FS, will nove out by night, as
secretly as possible, to surround the selected place of search
At first light, a thorough check will be nade of al

i nhabitants, particularly males. All those who are unable to
establish their identity satisfactorily, who are not in

possessi on of a proper discharge certificate, or who, for any

ot her reason, give cause for suspicion, will be detained for
interrogation, after which, if they are still under suspicion
will be disposed of to M| Gov if they are civilians, or to the

PWcage if they are Wehrmacht deserters.

(WD., "G'" Branch, H Q 3 Cdn Inf
Div, CA OF., Cctober 1945 Op

Instr No. 4, 7 Cct 45)
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61. Orders were received from headquarters of the British Arny of the Rhine
(B.AOR) to step up the rate of discharge of German Wehrmacht. Soon the
Canadi an force was noving sone 3,000 Wehrnmacht every alternate day to various
pl aces of discharge in the British Zone and the French and Russian Zones.
These di scharges required increased guards for both train and |orry convoys.
Consi derable difficulty was experienced in those noves due to the condition of
the railway road beds and some of the highways which had been heavily damaged

as a result of the war.

62. In addition to providing guards for the foregoing conm tnents, guards
had to be provided for certain civilian internnent canps in which were kept
war crimnals and civilians suspects. As the individual war crimnals were
apprehended in the various localities in the British Zone, they would be
interned in one of the many internnent canps. Fromthese they would be
despatched to prisons or to war crinme trials being held throughout Gernany.
While these internees were in transit fromone canp to another to the
appropriate war crimes trial our soldiers continued to guard them (WD., "G
Branch, HQ 3 Cdn Inf Div, C. A OF., February 1946: Appx 54). 1In
conjunction with Mlitary Governnent officials, it was one of the C A O F.
responsibilities to interrogate German officers, other ranks and civilians.
Many of these were Wehrmacht in prisoner of war cages, sone in civilian canps
and ot her persons who had either escaped from concentrati on areas or suspect
civilians. (C. A OF. file 204/Int/1/G Intelligence Gen). Anpng the war
crimnals tried within C.A O F. area was Brigadefuhrer Kurt Myer, whose tria
opened at Aurich on 10 Dec 1945. The sentence of death passed upon hi mwas

commuted to life inprisonment. (C. A OF. file 220/ War Cri nmes/ Meyer/ 1:

42 Report No. 174



Conplete file on Kurt Meyer; and CCA O F. file 204/I1nt/3, Intelligence

Summaries: Special Interrogation Report Brigadefuhrer Kurt Meyer, Cond 12

S.S. Pz Div "Hitler Jugend," 6 June - 25 Aug 1945)

63. Di spl aced persons constituted a major problemfor both the mlitary
personnel and Mlitary Government. |In any one sector it was possible to find
peopl e of every nationality who were destitute and who did not wish to renmain
in Germany. Their norale was exceedingly | ow because they had had no

conmuni cation with their famlies or relatives and friends, in some cases for
as nuch as five years. In conjunction with Mlitary Governnment, this
necessitated the establishment of canps throughout all zones for the purpose
of administering them and their repatriation. These displaced persons, who
early in the war had been torn fromtheir homes, which in some formor other
to retaliate against the defeated Gernans. Retaliation in the Canadi an area
in some cases took the form of murder, rape and robbery. It therefore becane
an additional task of our troops to control and curb the nunber of crines
committed by displaced persons. The scope of C.A O F. responsibilities

wi dened still further due to trouble caused by the depredati ons of Polish
D.Ps. in the Canadian area. As a result it was necessary to establish an

i solation canp in Kaserene Mtte on Borkumlsland. To this canp were sent
Polish D.Ps. who were found responsible for the disruption of the nornal
functioning of D.P. canp routine within the Divisional area. (C.AOF. file

201/ Op Instrus/1/G 3 Cdn Inf Div CA OF. Op Instr No. 5 29 Cct 45)

64. To conformwith international agreenents it was necessary that Soviet

citizens be repatriated. In Cctober 1945 there were about 2,000 in the
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Canadi an Division's area. They had been offered through MIlitary Governnent
channels the facilities for returning to Russia, but apparently either through
i gnorance or a desire to remain in Gernmany they had not taken advantage of

them "The Arny have now been ordered to assist in this repatriation .

(CAOF., file 9-0-26/5, QCccupation Instructions CGeneral, folio 50; Appx 54;

and CA OF. file 209/Russian/1/G letter re Soviet repatriation, 8 Oct 45)

65. The city and naval base of W /I hel nshaven was al so a conmitnent of
C.AOF., working in conjunction with the Royal Navy. The Gernman ships then
at W/ hel nshaven had to be guarded agai nst acts of sabotage, a task which in
all enployed sonme 1,000 soldiers. Guards had to surround the town by day and
by night, and on the docks soldiers patrolled continually to prevent scuttling
of ships by German naval personnel. (C. A OF. file 9-0-26/5, CQOccupation

Instructions General).

66. Airfields, anmunition dunps and military installations within the
Canadi an area demanded nuch attention as had been forecast in the "ECLIPSE"
plans. Airfields were denolished or converted for the use of our own or
friendly aircraft by R C.E. units. Anmmunition dunps presented a serious
problem It was appreciated that it would be inpossible to allow German
civilians free access to the vast amunts of explosives with which they could
do great damage to roads, bridges and military installations. Further guards
were therefore provided to guard these throughout the | ong wi nter nonths.
Sonme of the larger bonbs if allowed to deteriorate night detonate, thereby
causi ng damage to the vicinity of the dunmp and endanger the lives of our

troops. OQur denolition experts therefore had to face many risks to di spose of
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these. To the engineers fell the task of destroying gun enplacenents,
bunkers, signal centres, forts, underground shelters and other nilitary
installations. |In the Canadi an area were many dunps containing food,
vehicles, clothing and other war materials which were of value to the Allies
for reparations and also to Mlitary Governnment for use in the re-
establishnment of normal civilian life in Germany. Here again Canadi an troops
were enployed to guard these stores and to transport them from one part of

Germany to another. (C. A OF. file 9-9-26/5, Occupation Instructions

General).

67. Under the newl y organi zed Canadi an Armmy Occupation Force, the arny
education programre was broadened. On 14 Jul, the follow ng instruction was
i ssued from Headquarters:

" In addition to military training an extensive progranme of
educational training is to be carried out in accordance with 3 Cdn Inf
Div COF Training Instruction No. 1 so that personnel will be better

qualified to fit into civilian occupati ons when they are denobilized.

(WD., "G" Branch, H Q 3 Cdn Inf
Div, CA OF., July 1945;

Appx 31)

68. Upon the di sbandnment of Canadi an Forces in Holand, 3 Cdn Inf Div
(C.AOF.) took the responsibility of training Dutch troops in driving,

mechani cal mai nt enance and weapons. On conpletion of this training these

45 Report No. 174



Dutch of ficers and non-conmm ssioned officers returned to train Dutch troops.
Vari ous types of training of our own troops were pursued, chiefly to produce
trai ned non-conmi ssioned officers and tradesnmen. Mny Canadi ans took
advantage of the latter to fit themfor their ultimate return to civilian

life. (C.AOF., file 202/ TRG GEN1/G Instructions, 27 Cct 45)

69. I mMmedi ately hostilities ceased, the MIlitary Government organi zation

began to assune control, its objects being:

a. to de-nazify the civil and political adm nistration of Germany; and

b. to reconstruct it on a denobcratic basis.

MIlitary Governnent was in support of and under command of the nmilitary forces
in any area. The CGeneral O ficer Commandi ng any formation was the Mlitary
Commander and the MIlitary Governor of his own area. He in turn was
responsi ble to the Conmmander-in-Chief, British Arny of the Rhine for any
action he mght take. It was MIlitary Governnent who operate and supervise
roads, railways, canals, intercomrunications, food stocks, rationing systens,
the finance and conmerce, the education and rehabilitation, and also the
public safety of Germany. Cl ose co-operation between mlitary forces and
MIlitary Governnent was therefore essential in the effective occupation of
Germany. (WD., "G' Branch, HQ 3 Cdn Inf Div, C A OF., February 1946; and

CAOF. file 236/MI| Gov/1l: 821 LR Det M| gov, O denburg, Fortnightly

Report No. 4, 8 Sep 45)
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70. Wth the cessation of hostilities it becane apparent that in order to
re-establish the successful adm nistration of the European countries a type of
frontier control had to be set up inmediately. In the Canadian area, this was
done from the begi nning of the occupation period. The task was to patrol the
Dutch - German border, checking novenents of various nationals fromHolland to
Germany and vice versa, all the tinme working in close co-operation with Field
Security, Intelligence and dutch Frontier guards. As the civil adm nistration
became nore firmy established it was necessary to work in conjunction with
German customs service. This frontier control was carried out by nounted
patrols, arnoured cars and static posts at the main crossings over the

frontier. (CAOF. file 209/ Frontiers/1/G Instructions, 23 Mar 46)

71. Further to conplicate occupational responsibilities, black-nmarket
activities increased fromnonth to nonth in all zones of occupation. This had
been caused by the disruption of communications and the havoc w ought by the
armes fighting on the continent during the past six years. It was further
aggravated by the great nunber of displaced persons who had been brought to
Germany by force and al so by the nunmber of honel ess Gernans who were forced
fromthe |arge popul ated areas to the snmaller towns and cities. As the w nter
nmont hs progressed the situation becane increasingly grave. Due to other
responsi bilities which took a higher priority, it had not been possible for
the mlitary forces to take adequate steps to stanp out this evil. However,
by the spring of 1946, the military forces, in conjunction with Mlitary
Government, had made great strides in curbing black market operations. (WD

"G'" Branch, H Q 3 Cdn Inf Div, C A OF., February 1946: Appx 54)
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ATTI TUDE OF CI VI LI AN POPULATI ON

72. The attitude of the civilian population towards the occupyi ng was
reflected in various ways. OQutwardly, the Germans appeared quite mld and
resigned to the defeat of the German armies and the occupation of Gernany.
Beneath this, however, one was conscious of the existence of German pride, a
pri de which, despite the reverses of Germany, has not been beaten down. In
many i nstances, the defeat of Germany did not appear to inpress themas a
great catastrophe. They had nerely | ost a war which, one gathers fromtheir
attitude, was only one war anong others - yet to cone. Few Gernmans cared to
di scuss their defeat; sone woul d make guarded remarks; while others contended
that the war was |ost through an unfortunate error of judgenment on Hitler's

part -- that of attacking Russia before having disposed of Britain after the

fall of France. (Hist Sec file CA OF./A/'1l: Report on Germany; Report by

Maj C.E. Brissette, April 1946)

73. Wil e outwardly the German appeared to be quite mld, and co-operative
enough, this did not followin all age groups, nor did it followin all parts
of Germany. |If the ol der generations appeared to be the npbst co-operative,
and at the same tine held any aninosity towards the Allies, they conceal ed the
fact and were active enough in direct co-operation with occupational forces
and Mlitary Government. This co-operative spirit was | ess noticeabl e anpong
the mal es between the ages of say 14 to 26 or 27 years of age. Many of this
latter class were definitely uncooperative, if not hostile to Allied
occupation and efforts in Germany. Again sonme in this class appeared to be

nost co-operative on the surface yet deliberately did all they could to inpede
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Allied efforts. It was mainly in this group that one detected a simrering
hatred for the Allies. It is true that they would verbally deny hindering
tactics, but judging by their |ack of co-operation and not infrequently their
unt rut hf ul ness, one was forcibly inpressed that they were still Gernans,
intensely so, and that Allied interference in their future was npst unwel cone.

(1bid).

FRATERNI ZATI ON

74. Two problens, in so far as our own troops were concerned, were to prove
serious matters for the command of C. A O F. These were fraternization and the
general norale of Canadian sliders. C.|I. sitreps throw considerable |ight on
the two subjects. The non-fraternization ban that had been inposed at the
outset of the occupation had in sonme instances an adverse effect on the norale
of the occupying troops. In md-July 1945, however, the G O C.-in-C. 30 Corps
sent a message to all formations to the effect that the tine had conme to rel ax

the rule of non-fraternization. This nmessage read in part:

I wish to congratulate all ranks on the magnificent way in
whi ch they have carried out the non-fraternization policy in
spite of great tenptation. It is now considered that the Gernan
people has learned its first |lesson thanks to the effort of our
troops ... In this (the second stage) our soldiers nmust play
their part. You may now talk to all German persons in public
pl aces and on the streets because by intercourse between the two

people it is hoped to lead the Gernans into a Denpcratic way of
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life ... do not yet enter their hones or entertain themin yours

(WD., "G" Branch, H Q 3 Cdn Inf

Div, CA OF., July 1945:

Appx 29)
75. Early reports on the new fraterni zation policy showed that there had
been very little mixing between civilian and mlitary personnel. This it was

felt was due not only to an al oofness on the part of civilians, but because
the great majority of the soldiers denpnstrated that they were not
particularly interested in the German people. (lbid, August 1945: Appx 16).
Even by the end of August 1945 there was little evidence of much
fraternization. |In npst cases it was attributed to | anguage difficulties.
Some German girls were averse to be seen with British soldiers because of the
di sapproval of their friends, and also for fear of reprisals. (lbid:

Appx 78)

76. Fraterni zation, as tinme went one, was not wi thout its darker side, as

an entry in a Novenber report indicates:

Anot her unit reports a statenment nade by two Gernman wonen during
an interview who gave warni ng agai nst Schnapps (a home- brewed
type of gin) sellers and fraternizing frauleins. These wonen
say there is a distillery in the Jever area where potato

schnapps or V2 juice is nade, probably by Gernman soldiers. This
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liquor is sold on the Black Market and is nmeant to underm ne the
health of allied soldiers, who, when drunk are contacted by the

fraterni zing fraul eins who know ngly carry VD gernsn.

(Lbid, Novenber 1945: Appx 12)

Fraternizing is still causing unpl easant incidents, mainly
Germans threatening wonren for going out with allied soldiers.
Generally, it is difficult to take action against the offenders,
for in nost cases the girls will neither testify nor make formal
conplaint. However, two cases were rewarded by M| Gov with 30

days.

(Lbid: Appx 50)

Fraterni zati on however, gradually increased, and unpl easant incidents
| essened. An extract froma February 1946 report points to an anelioration of

condi ti ons:

Fraterni zation is increasing and even officers are hol di ng whi spered

conversations of "that beautiful blonde" they saw downtown. Severa

men had expressed their desire to marry German girls.

(Lbid, February 1946: Appx 58)
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GENERAL MORALE

77. Wiile fraternization had to an extent a norale effect on occupation
troops, other factors had to be considered, factors which required the
constant attention of the authorities. |In August 1945, one unit reported:

"It is believed that the norale of the Div has suffered in that no information
as to policy re-occupation troops has been issued." (WD., "G Branch, H Q
3 Cdn Inf Div, CA OF., July 1945: Appx 29; and C.A OF. file 305/ RETURNS/ 1
FD 5: folio 4) By the end of the sanme nonth nost indications showed that
noral e was on the up-grade as a result of the victory over Japan; a definite
policy on service in C.A OF.; the provision of Canadian Arny shows and the
fact that canteens were to be operated by nmenbers of the CWA C. One unit
however (R C. A S.C.) reported | owered noral e because the troops of that unit
were at the time |living under canvas. (lbid: Appx 48) Entertainnment
contributed greatly to the gradually inproving norale of the troops, as

evi denced by an extract from a Septenber 1945 report:

Moral e of troops continues high. Several bns have reported that

an active sports programe has done much ..

(Lbid, Septenmber 1945: Appx 78)

78. Under occupation conditions, it was inevitable that the norale would

fluctuate fromtinme to tinme, and for diverse reasons.
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Moral e of troops fluctuates, varying in different districts and
depending on recreational facilities and conforts. One unit
reported that the norale varied in accordance with their

expectation of getting hone.

(Lbid, Novenber 1945: Appx 12)

Two extracts fromreports of January and February 1946 reflected a new high in

the noral e standing of our troops in Germany:

Moral e reported as high, due in part to the possibility of

C.A.OF. breaking up at an earlier date than expected.

(Lbid, January 1946: Appx 42)

Moral e of troops reported as having received a trenmendous boost

with the news that C. A O F would be going hone.

(Lbid, February 1946: Appx 58)

The ent husi asm generated by the report of early return to Canada stenmned
perhaps from an address given on 25 Nov 1945, by Field Marshal Montgonmery to
700 officers of CA O F. at Maple Leaf barracks at Aurich. Here he outlined
generally present and future conditions in the British zone. He also said
Canadi ans woul d be goi ng hone as soon as possible next year (1946). (lbid,

25 Nov 45)
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THE W THDRAWAL OF C. A O F.

79. As far back as January 1945, a tentative decision had been reached to
provi de a Canadi an Occupati onal Force of some 25,000 all ranks, but the period
of occupation had not then been decided upon. It was felt by the Canadi an
Government that upon the cessation of hostilities with Germany, Canadi an
Forces should be repatriated from European theatres as quickly as
circunstances would permit. (Hist Sec file CAOF./AIl: Mscellaneous Privy
Council file extracts; and CMH Q file 1/ORG CAOF/ 1/2, General Policy for

wi t hdrawal and repatriation of CA OF.: folio 87). As a result of high

| evel discussions as to the future occupation of Germany, it becane

i ncreasingly evident that the Canadi an Government woul d have no voice in the
direction of the policy for the control of Germany. Consideration was al so
given to the fact that many of our troops had been overseas for six years.
There had been exchanges of cabl es between the Canadi an Gover nnent and the
British government on the subject. A cabinet |evel decision of 8 Dec 45 was
transmitted to the British Governnent stating that the w thdrawal of the
Canadi an Occupation Force would begin in April 1946, and that all personne

now overseas woul d be repatriated by the autum of 1946. (lLbid)

80. Little time was lost in laying plans for the w thdrawal of Canadian
troops. On 7 Jan 46, the GOC and the AA & QMG of CAOF went to
B. A.O.R Headquarters to discuss the withdrawal of the Canadi an Forces. On
the sane day they proceeded to CMH Q in London to discuss the matter with
Lt-Gen Murchi o, Chief of Staff. (WD., "G' Branch, HQ 3 Cdn Inf Div,

C.AOF., 7 Jan 46). Again in February officers of CA OF. and CMHQ
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liaison officers went to Headquarters 30 Corps District to work out further
details of the nmove of C.A O F. and the taking over of the Canadi an area by
the 52 (L.) British Division. It was ultimtely decided that the provisional
commitnments of C.A O F. would continue until 1 May, and the Divisional area
commitrment during April would be carried out by five ngjor units to be

established at the following localities:

2/7 Cdn Recce Regt at Leer
One battalion
7 Cdn Inf Bde at Aurich
One Artillery Reginent at WI hel nshaven
One Infantry battalion at O denburg
C.H of O (MG)divided between the civ internment canp at Esterwegen

and St adkri es Del nenhorst.

(Lbid, 25 February 1946)

81. Little time indeed was lost in putting into effect the withdrawal of
t he Canadi an Arnmy Cccupation Force. On the 10 Mar 46 the following units were

notified that all their operational conmitnents would cease forthwth:

2/4 Cdn L. A A Regt, RCA

2/4 Cdn Fd Regt, R C. A

4 Wg Ref

4 Regina Rif
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2/ 18 Cdn Fd Coy, R C E

These units were to formthe bulk of the first draft for return to the United
Ki ngdom and ultimately to Canada. Their orders were "to be prepared to nove
anytinme after 31 March". (lbid, 10 Mar 46) Actually the above units, less 4
Regina R f, enbarked for the U K on 23 Mar, with 1 C. 1.C. Band replacing the
Regina Rif. HQ 3 Cdn Inf Div (C.A OF.) enbarked on 7 Jun, and the | ast
detachnment to |l eave was 2 Ech HQ, C. A OF., who enbarked the follow ng day.
The repatriation of Canadian Forces in NNW Europe will be the subject of a

| ater report.

82. The last entry int he war diary of C.A O F., dated 15 May 46, reads:

15 May, Weather: Rain and cool. Comrand of this Div area turned over

52 (L.) Inf Div.

Thus, six years and nine nonths after Canada had decl ared war, and two years
alnost to the day after D Day, Canadi an troops withdraw fromthe soil of a

def eat ed Ger many.

83. This report was prepared by Major C.E. Brissette, E.D., CI.C

(C. P. Stacey) Col one

D. D. Hist Sec
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CANADI AN M LI TARY HEADQUARTERS
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APPENDI X " A"

TEXT OF MESSAGE DEFENSOR TO CANM LI TARY 22 DEC 44

(CMHQ file 1/Qccup Gp/ 1, fol 1)

GSO 894

NO Cl RCULATI ON

MONTAGUE FROM MURCHI E

PARA | ON 11 DEC GOVERNMENT APPROVED FOLLOW NG POLI CY OUTLI NED PARAS
TWO THREE AND FOUR AS BASI S FOR CDN ARMY PARTI Cl PATI ON ARMY OF OCCUPATI ON I N
GERMANY DURI NG STAGE TWO WHICH | S THE ADJUSTMENT AND DI SARMAMENT PERI OD WHERE
THE TROOPS WHO TOOK PART I N THE ATTACK ON GERMANY ARE RELI EVED BY ARMY OF

OCCUPATI ON.

PARA 11 THE CDN FORCE TO COWVPRI SE ONE OCCUPATI ONAL GROUP ORGANI ZED AS
AN | NFANTRY FORMATI ON OF APPROXI MATELY 25,000 MEN. THI'S WLL BE ORGANI ZED
AROCUND A DI VI SION TO PROVI DE A SELF ADM NI STRATING UNIT. THE DI VISION TO
PROVI DE FRAMEWORK OF THI'S FORCE IS TO BE SELECTED BY ARMY COVMANDER W TH SUCH
SUBSTI TUTI ON OF SELECTED UNI TS AS MAY BE REQUI RED TO ENSURE COUNTRY W DE

REPRESENTATI ON.

PARA 111 THI'S FORCE WLL FORM PART OF THE TROOPS REQUI RED FOR BRI Tl SH

ZONE OF OCCUPATI ON I N GERMANY.
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PARA |V PERSONNEL FOR CANADI AN FORCE W LL BE FOUND (A) FROM SUI TABLE

PERSONNEL EXPRESSI NG A PREFERENCE TO UNDERTAKE THI S DUTY AND WHO ARE W LLI NG
TO FOREGO THEIR PRI ORI TY OF DEMOBI LI ZATI ON AND (B) BY DETAI LI NG | F NECESSARY
THOSE W TH LOW PRI ORI TY OF DEMOBI LI ZATI ON. THE SELECTI ON AND REALLOCATI ON OF
PERSONNEL TO COWMPRI SE THI S FORCE W LL TAKE PLACE OVERSEAS ALTHOUGH PROVI SI ON

W LL BE MADE (I F NECESSARY) FOR VOLUNTEERS FROM CANADA.

PARA V LENGTH OF TIME FOR WTH THI S FORCE W LL BE MADE AVAI LABLE STILL

UNDER CONSI DERATI ON.

PARA VI THE FOREGO NG | S FORWARDED FOR YOUR ADVANCE | NFORMATI ON ONLY

AND PENDI NG ACTI ON BY CANADA TO | NFORM UNI TED KI NGDOM GOVERNMENT.

PARA VI | REQUEST THAT FOREGO NG SHOULD BE COMMUNI CATED TO THE ARMY

COVMANDER FOR HI' S | NFORMATI ON.
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APPENDI X " B"

LETTER TO UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE (U.K.) FROM CHI EF OF STAFF, C.MH. Q

(CCMHQ file 1/Cccup Gp/1 (DCGS) fol 22)

12 Jan 45
The Under Secretary of State,
The War O fi ce,
Whitehall, S.W1
OCCUPATI ON _OF GERMANY
1. The Canadi an Gover nment have now communi cated to the Dominions Ofice a

statement of their policy of participating in the occupation of Germany after

that country has been defeat ed.

2. The Canadi an Force will consist of one Occupational G oup, organized as
an Infantry formati on of approximately 25,000 nmen. It will be organized on

the framework of a division so as to be a self-adnmnistering formation. This

force will formpart of the troops required for the British Zone of QOccupation
in Germany.
3. The personnel for this force will be found as follows:
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a. From sui tabl e personnel who express a preference to undertake this
duty and who are willing to forego their priority of

denmpbi l i zati on; and

b. By detailing, if necessary, officers and nmen with a low priority of

denmpbi | i zati on.

4, The division which will provide the framework of the force is to be
sel ected by the Arny Commander, but with such substitution of selected units
fromother formations as may be necessary to ensure Dom ni on-w de
representation. The selection and reallocation of personnel for the force
wi |l take place overseas, but provision will be nade, if necessary, for

vol unt eers from Canada.

5. Having in nmind the fact that a noticeabl e nunber of Canadi an troops are
now in their sixth year of service overseas, and that a considerable portion
have now served three years or nore abroad, the Canadi an Governnent hold the
view that upon the cessation of hostilities with Gernmany, Canadi an forces
shoul d be repatriated fromthe European theatres as quickly as circunstances
will permit. At this stage, therefore, they fell unable definitely to
undertake to furnish occupational forces for the whole period of nmlitary
control in Germany. They propose, therefore, to review the present decision
towards the end of the next fiscal year, i.e. prior to 31 Mar 46. They hope
by then that it nmay be possible better to assess the | ength of the period of

full mlitary control of Germany, the strength of the occupational forces
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whi ch can be provided by our European allies and the requirements of the

Japanese war in manpower and shi pping.

(Sgnd) (P.J. Montague) Lieut-GCen.,

Chi ef of Staff,

CANADI AN M LI TARY HEADQUARTERS
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APPENDI X " C"

TEXT OF MESSAGE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA TO DOM NI ON OFFI CE

(CMHQ file 1/Cccup Gp/1 (DCGS) fols 19 & 20)

FROM CANADA ( GOVT)

TO D. O
NO. 9 9 Jan 45
1. We have given a good deal of consideration to the question of the

provi si on of Canadi an forces for occupational duty in Germany after the defeat
of that country has been achieved. You will recall that this matter has been
referred to in several telegrans between us during the last 18 nonths. It was
al so discussed with M. Churchill and the United Kingdom Chiefs of Staff on
the occasi on of the quebec Conference |ast Septenber. There has been further
consul tation through service channels. The particular natter of the possible
use of Canadi an troops for tenmporary occupation in Austria and North-east

Italy was recently dealt with in an interchange of telegrans with you tel egram

No. 207 29th Novenber.

2. We have now decided to provide, for a period yet to be detern ned, one
army occupational group of approximately 25,000 all ranks for duty within the

British zone of occupation in Germany, and 11 R C. A F. squadrons to be
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stationed partly in Germany and partly in the United Kingdom Both the War
Ofice and the Air Mnistry have been advised to this effect through service
channels, and further details of our undertaking under this head can conti nue
to be worked out in this way. There are, however, some overall considerations

of policy which we feel should be comuni cated inter-governnentally.

3. We hold nost firmy to the view that, upon cessation of hostilities
with Germany, Canadi an forces should be repatriated fromthe european theatres
as quickly as circunstances will pernmit. A noticeable nunber of our troops
are now in their sixth year of service overseas. A considerable proportion
have now served 3 years aborad. |n any event the average | ength of overseas
service of Canadian forces nust be considerably higher than that of the United
States forces. Consequently when fighting agai nst Germany has ended there
will be a natural and insistent demand her in Canada, as well as anobngst our
troops aborad, that they should be brought honme in the shortest possible tine
and certainly with no | ess despatch than that with which American forces will

be returned to the United States.

4, We are well aware that the difficult problem of sea transportation wll
continue for a considerable tine after the defeat of Germany and that the
early repatriation of all our forces, no matter how nmuch this will be desired,
wi |l not be possible of achievenent. Nevertheless, we nmust say that it would
be both unwi se on our part and misleading to you were we, at this stage,
definitely to undertake to furnish occupational forces for the whol e period of

mlitary control in Gernany.
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5. In these circunmstances we take the view that our

shoul d be reviewed towards the end of the next fisca

31st March 1946. By that tine nuch that

now i s hypot hetica

shoul d be

present deci sion

prior to

clearer. W should be then be better able to assess the length of the period

of full mlitary control of Germany, the strength of occupationa

can be provided by our European allies,

war in manpower and shipping. It is uncertain noreover

forces which

and the requirements of the Japanese

how | ong after the

fighting ends it will be politically possible to provi de Canadi an occupati on

forces in view of the fact that the plans for the contro

Canadi an Governnment no voice in the direction of policy.
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APPENDI X " D"

ORDER COF BATTLE - 3 CDN INF DIV C. O F.

(WD., HQ 3 Cdn Inf Div (C.A OF.), July 1945: Appx 25)

Appx "A" to

201/0 of B/1 G

dated 14 Jul 45

PART | (Div_FEl enent)

HEADQUARTERS UNI TS

HQ 3 Cdn Inf Div C. O F.
1 Increment (A) - Adm
2 Increnent (D) - PT

3 Increnent ( ) - Cccupation

ARMOURED CORPS

2/ 7 Cdn Recce Regt C. O F.

ARTI LLERY

HQ RCA, 3Cdn Inf Div C.OF.
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2/ 12 Cdn Fd Regt C. O F.
H Q 2/12 Cdn Fd Regt C. O F.
2/16 Cdn Fd Bty C O F.
2/11 Cdn Fd Bty C O F.

2/ 43 Cdn Fd Bty C O F.

2/ 13 Cdn Fd Regt C. O F.
H Q 2/13 Cdn Fd Regt C. O F.
2/ 44 Cdn Fd Bty C O F.
2/ 22 Cdn Fd Bty C O F.

2/78 Cdn Fd Bty C O F.

2/ 14 Cdn Fd Regt C. O F.
H Q 2/14 Cdn Fd Regt C. O F.
2/ 34 Cdn Fd Bty C O F.
2/ 66 Cdn Fd Bty C O F.

2/ 87 Cdn Fd Bty C O F.

2/3 Cdn a. Tk Regt C. O F.
H Q 2/3 Cdn A Tk Regt C.OF.
2/4 Cdn A. Tk Bty C O F.
2/94 Cdn A. Tk Bty C. O F.
2/52 Cdn A. Tk Bty C.OF

2/ 105 Cdn A. Tk Bty C O F.

2/4 Cdn L.A. A Regt COF.
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HQ 2/4 Cdn L.A.A Regt COF.
2/69 Cdn L.A.A. Bty C OF.
2/32 Cdn L.A.A. Bty C OF.

2/ 100 Cdn L.A A Bty C.OF.

ENG NEERS

HQ RCE, 3Cdn Inf Div C.OF.
2/3 Cdn Fd Pk Coy C. O F.
2/3 Cdn Div Br P1 C.O F.
2/ 6 Cdn Fd Coy C. O F.
2/ 16 Cdn Fd Coy C. O F.

2/ 18 Cdn Fd Coy C. O F.

SI GNALS

Sigs 3 Cdn Inf Div C.OF.

| NFANTRY

3CH of O(MG) COF.
I ncrement (A)
2/3 Cdn Def and Enmp P1 C. O F.
H Q 2/7 Cdn Inf Bde C. OF.

2/ 7 Cdn Inf Bde G ound Def P1 C. O F.

4 R Wg R COF.
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4 Regin Rf C OF.
4 QOR of C COF
H Q 2/8 Cdn Inf Bde C. O F.
2/ 8 Cdn Inf Bde G ound Def P1 C O F.
4 C Scot R COF.
3 R de Chaud C OF.
3 N. Shore R C. OF.
H Q 2/9 Cdn Inf Bde C. O F.
2/9 Cdn Inf Bde G ound Def P1 C O F.
3 HLI. of C COF.
3 S D &G Hghrs COF.

3 Nh N.S. Hghrs COF.

SUPPLY AND TRANSPORT

HQ RCASC 3CdnInf Div C.OF.
2/7 Cdn Inf Bde Coy C. O F.
2/8 Cdn Inf Bde Coy C. O F.
2/9 Cdn Inf Bde Coy C. O F.

2/3 Cdn Inf Div Tps Coy C. O F.

MEDI CAL

2/5 Cdn F.D.S. C. O F.
2/7 Cdn F.D.S. C. O F.

6 Cdn F.D.S. C.OF.
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10 Cdn F.D.S. C.OF.

2/7 Cdn Fd Hyg Sec C.O. F.

ORDNANCE

2/3 Cdn Inf Div Od Fd Pk C. O F.

1 Cdn Offrs Shop (Mb) C. O F.

ELECTRI CAL _AND MECHANCI AL

ENG NEERS

HQ RCEME 3 Cdn Inf Div C.OF.

2/7 Cdn Inf Bde Wksp C. O F.

2/8 Cdn Inf Bde Wksp C. O F.

2/9 Cdn Inf Bde Wksp C. O F.

2/ 62

2/ 32

2/ 33

2/ 30

2/ 31

2/ 36

2/ 37

2/ 38

Cdn

L.

L.

A.D. (A) (7 Cdn Recce Regt C. O F.)
A.D. (B))
A.D. (B)) (Arty Units C.OF.)
A-D. (B)) (2/3 Cdn Fd Pk Coy C.OF.)
A D (B) (Sigs COF.)
A D (B) (2/7 Cdn Inf Bde COF.)
A D (A (2/8 Cdn Inf Bde COF.)
AD (A (2/9 Cdn Inf Bde COF.)
POSTAL
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2/3 Cdn Inf Div Postal

I ncrement (A)

I ncrement (A) two

PROVOST

2/4 Cdn Pro Coy C. O F.

3

1

| NTELLI GENCE

Unit C. O F.

Cdn F.S. Sec Incl Incr (A )

Cdn F.S. Sec Incl Incr (A )

Cdn F.S. Sec Incl Incr (A )

Cdn Area Security Ofice
Cdn Area Security Ofice
Cdn Area Security Ofice

Cdn ARI.T.

20 Cdn F.S. Sec

Cdn G S.1. (b) Det

PART |1 (Brit Foms and Units

Under Cond)

3

4 Brit AGRA

Med Regt R A

13 Med Regt R A
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65 Med Regt R A.

68 Med Regt R A.

79 (Scottish Horse) Med Regt R A

51 Hy Regt R A.

356

400

4 L.

Indep S.L. Bty R A
Indep S.L. Bty R A

A A S L. Bty R A

4 AGRA VWsp REME.

31 Brit A A Bde

64 H A A Regt RA

98 H A A Regt RA

174

102

105

616

617

619

301

301

H A A Regt R A
L.A A Regt RA

A A, Bde Wksp R E.ME.

301 Brit Inf Bde

Regt R A
Regt R A
Regt R A
Brit Inf Bde Sigs Sec

Brit Inf Bde L.A. D. (A
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PART 111

(Cor ps,

305 Brit Inf Bde

639 H. A A Regt R A

7 Belg Fus Bn

9 Belg Fus Bn

80 L.A A Wsp REME
305 L.A.D. REME

220 B.1.S

645 Coy R A S.C

557 S. L. Bty RA (ML.)

101 Col onel Sec

)

under cond

30 Brit Corps

for

Anmd

Arny GH Q and L. of C. Increnents to the Div El enent)

ENG NEERS

1 Cdn CRE Ws C.OF.
1 Cdn Wks Sec C. O F.
2 Cdn Wks Sec C.OF

3 Cdn Wks Sec C.OF

1 Cdn Engrs Stores P1 C. O F.

SUPPLY AND TRANSPORT
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2 Cdn MA.C. C.OF.
3 Cdn Inf Div Sec (Army Catering Pool) C O F.)

5 Base Tpt P1 C. O F.

MEDI CAL

7 Cdn Gen Hosp
16 Cdn Gen Hosp

50 Brit F.D.S.

ORDNANCE

2/ 203 Cdn Inf Od Sub Pk C OF.
3 Cdn ML.B.U (A COF.

7 Cdn ML.B.U (B) COF.

1 Cdn Sal Unit C. O F.

1 Cdn Fwd Maint Stores Sec C. O F.

2 Cdn Fwd Maint Stores Sec C. O F.

ELECTRI CAL AND MECHANI CAL ENG NEERS

2/3 Cdn Inf Tps Wksp C. O F.

PAY

3 Cdn Fd Cash Ofice C O F.
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PART 1V (M scell aneous under

DENTAL

Cdn Dental Coy C. O F.

M SCELLANEQUS

Cdn Aux Services Sec (C) C. O F.

Cdn Fd Edn Sec (B) C. O F.

Div Det 1 Cdn Fd Historical

.C. Band C. O F.

.C. Band C. O F.

.C. Band C. O F.

.C. Band C. O F.

Cdn Inf Div Reception Canp C. O F.

cond)

Fl t

661 Air O P. Sgn

Town

Town

Town

Town

Town

D.C U.

Maj or
Maj or
Maj or
Maj or

Maj or
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8 DC U

9 DCU
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APPENDI X "E"

TEXT OF MESSAGE RE W THDRAWAL OF C. A. O F.

(CMHQ file 1/Occup Gp/ 1, fol 216)

CGS 400 UNCLASSI FI ED

MONTAGUE FROM MURCHI E

YOUR COS 728 AND LETTER REFERRED TO | N PARA TWO THEREOF.

PARA ONE. FOLLOW NG PRESS STATEMENT W LL BE RELEASED AT 1000 HRS EDT REPEAT
1000 HOURS FRI DAY 10 AUG 45.

BEG NS: - FURTHER | NFORMVATI ON RESPECTI NG THE REPATRI ATI ON FROM OVERSEAS OF
CANADI AN ARMY PERSONNEL AND THE TERMS OF SERVI CE OF PERSONNEL W TH THE

CANADI AN ARMY OCCUPATI ON FORCE IS CARRIED I N THE FOLLOW NG STATEMENT BY THE
DEPARTMENT OF NATI ONAL DEFENCE. THE REPATRI ATI ON OF CANADI AN PERSONNEL FROM
THE UNI TED KI NGDOM AND EUROPE | S PROCEEDI NG AS RAPIDLY AS SHI PPI NG CAN BE
SECURED. UP TO 31 JULY 1945 SINCE VE DAY ABOUT 70000 SERVI CE PERSONNEL HAVE
REACHED CANADA OF WHI CH ABOUT 49700 ARE ARMY. THE ARRANGEMENTS FOR AUGUST
CONTEMPLATE A TOTAL SERVI CE QUOTA OF SOME 34000 OF WHI CH THE GREATER MAJORITY
HAVE BEEN ALLOCATED TO THE CANADI AN ARMY. THE ONLY CANADI AN COVM TMENT | N THE
EUROPEAN THEATRE | S I N RELATI ON TO THE CANADI AN ARMY AND Al R FORCE CONTI NGENTS
WHICH I T HAS BEEN AGREED W LL BE PROVI DED FOR THE PRESENT PHASE OF THE
OCCUPATI ON OF GERMANY. THE ARMY CONTI NGENT IN THI S FORCE COVPRI SES THE

RECONSTI TUTED 3RD CANADI AN DI VI SI ON AND CERTAI N ADM NI STRATIVE AND L OF C
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UNI TS TOTALLI NG ABOUT 25000 ALL RANKS. APART FROM KEY PERSONNEL WHO HAVE
NECESSARI LY HAD TO BE RETAI NED THE UNI TS HAVE BEEN RECONSTI TUTED FROM
PERSONNEL WHO HAVE ELECTED TO SERVE W TH THE CAOF AND OTHERS DETAI LED FROM

| NDI VI DUALS WTH LOW PRI ORI TY PO NT SCORES FOR DEMOBI LI ZATI ON.  CANADI AN
OCCUPATI ON FORCES W LL SERVE FOR A LIM TED PERI OD ONLY AND | NDI VI DUAL MEMBERS
OF THESE FORCES W LL NOT IN ANY EVENT BE REQUI RED TO SERVE ON SUCH DUTY FOR
LONGER THAN TWO YEARS. AS SHI PPI NG BECOVES AVAI LABLE I T I'S | NTENDED TO
PROCEED W TH THE REPLACEMENT OF ALL I NDI VI DUALS WHO HAVE ELECTED TO SERVE I N
THE CAOF. THE FIRST OBJECTI VE | N RESPECT TO LEAVE W LL BE TO ENSURE THAT ALL
PERSONNEL WHO HAVE BEEN AWAY FROM CANADA FOR MORE THAN TWO YEARS W LL BE G VEN
AN OPPORTUNI TY TO RETURN FOR THI RTY CLEAR DAYS OF LEAVE AT THEI R HOMES.
PERSONNEL SERVI NG W TH THE OCCUPATI ON FORCE CONTI NUE TO ENJOY | NCOVE TAX
EXEMPTI ONS AND ALL POST- DI SCHARGE BENEFI TS UNDER THE WAR SERVI CE GRANTS ACT
1944 AND ALL OTHER REHABI LI TATI ON BENEFI TS AND PRI VI LEGES WHI CH HAVE BEEN MADE
AVAI LABLE TO THOSE RETURNI NG TO CANADA FOR DEMOBI LI ZATI ON. - ENDS

PARA TWO. PLEASE | NFORM HI GH COWM SSI ONERS OFFI CE
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APPENDI X " F"

TEXT OF MESSAGE RE W THDRAWAL OF C.A O F. 15 FEG 45

(CMHQ file 111/ Orders Gen/ 6, fol 46)

FROM - G 3 CDN I NF DIV CACF 151955A 15 FEG 46

TO - 1 CDN CRE WKS CAOF - RCASC 3 CDN INF DIV CACF - 2/3 CDN
INF DIV POSTAL UNIT CAOF - 5 CDN DENTAL COY CACF - COVMD ADM GP - 2
AREA SECURITY OFFICE - 2 CDN FS SEC CAOF - AUX SERVICES - PMCT - O C
2 ECH HQ CAOF

BT

CS 364 (.) THE FOLLOW NG | S PROPOSED TEXT OF STATEMENT OF PRIME M NI STER ON

W THDRAWAL OF CACF (.) NOTE THERE MAY STILL BE AMENDMENTS TO TEXT (.) TEXT

BEGINS (.) THE PRIME M NI STER MR MACKENZI E KI NG ANNOUNCED TODAY THAT THE

W THDRAWAL FROM GERMANY OF THE CDN TPS I N THE OCCUPATI ON ARMY WOULD BEG N

EARLY I N APR AND THAT W TH PRESENT SHI PPl NG FORECAST ALL TPS NOW I N GERMANY

SHOULD BE BACK I N CDA BY SEP OR OCT (.) I N MAKING THE ANNOUNCEMENT MR KI NG

RECALLED A STATEMENT HE HAD MADE IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS ON APR 4 OF LAST YEAR

IN WHI CH HE | NDI CATED THAT FROM TI ME TO Tl ME AS CONSI DERATI ONS OF SAFETY AND

SECURI TY PERM TTED REDUCTI ONS WOULD BE MADE I N THE SI ZE OF THE OCCUPATI ON

FORCES (.) AT THE OUTSET CDN PARTI CI PATI ON I N THE OCCUPATI ON OF GERVANY WAS A

NATURAL DEVELOPMENT FROM OUR PARTI CI PATION IN THE ML OPS I N NORTHWEST EUROPE

(.) UNLIKE THE UNI TED KI NGDOM THE UNI TED STATES THE SOVI ET UNI ON AND FRANCE

CDA IS NOT (NOT) ONE OF THE OCCUPYI NG POVNERS AND IS NOT A MEMBER OF THE ALLIED

CONTROL COVMM SSION (.) THE CDN CONTI NGENT HAS CONSI STED ONLY OF ONE DIV W TH
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ANCI LLARY TP I N THE BRI T OCCUPATI ONAL ZONE (.) CERTAIN OF THE OTHER EUROPEAN
ALLI ES WHI CH VWERE NOT (NOT) IN A POSITION TO SUP CONTI NGENTS AT THE BEG NNI NG
OF THE OCCUPATI ON ARE NOW BECOM NG | NCREASI NGLY ABLE TO SHARE | N OCCUPATI ON
DUTIES (.) NOW THAT THE GREATER PART OF THE CDN ARMY HAS BEEN REPATRI ATED THE
MAI NT OF A SMALL OCCUPATI ON FORCE THOUSANDS OF M LES FROM HOVE HAS BECOME

| NCREASI NGLY DI FFI CULT (.) ASIDE FROM GRAVE DI FFI CULTIES | N CERTAI N ASPECTS
OF ADM AND THE OVERHEAD REQUI RED TO PROVI DE HQ SERVI CES AMENI TI ES ETC FOR THE
CDN FORCE IS | NEVI TABLY QUI TE OUT OF PROPORTION TO ITS SIZE (.) AS HAS BEEN
PREVI QUSLY ANNOUNCED ONE SON OF THE RCAF W LL BE W THDRAWN FROM T HE

OCCUPATI ON FORCE AT THE END OF MAR 46 AND THE REMAI NI NG SONS W LL BE W THDRAWN
ON 30 JUN (.) AS A RESULT OF NEGOTI ATI ONS NOW I N PROGRESS REMAI NI NG SONS MAY

BE W THDRAWN AT AN EARLIER DATE (.) ENDS (.) ALL INFM
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APPENDI X " G'

Cabinet Ofice file Box 113, B.A O R /437/Ops: Sellor's Report, Notes on "G'

and Administrative Activities of 21 Arny Gp, May - July 1945)

Cabinet Ofice file, 21 A Gp/0/572/ Ops (B), Box 73, file No. 433

Hi st Sec file AEF/ 21 Arny Gp/C/ 1, Docket IV: 21 Arny Group Operation

"ECLI PSE", The Occupation of North-Wst Germany

Hi st Sec file AEF 45/First Cdn Army/ C E, Docket 1: Army Conmander's Report to

M ni ster of National Defence

Hist Sec file CA OF./AIl, Privy Council Extracts

Hi st Sec file CA OF./A|l, Report on Germany by narrator

Hi st Sec file CA O F./C/F, Docket Il: Report on Organization and Activities

of the C.A OF.

CMHQ file TS. 1/ OQccup Gp/1l, Organi zation of C A O F.

CMHQ file 1/Org CAOF/1/2, General policy on withdrawal and repatriation of

C.AQOF

3 Cdn Inf Div CA OF. file 201/Op Instrs/1/G
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| nf

| nf

| nf

| nf

| nf

| nf

| nf

| nf

| nf

| nf

| nf

| nf

| nf

file
file
file
file
file
file
file
file
file
file
file
file
file

265/ Op Instrs/1

209/ Security/ 1/ G Security Check - Civilians

220/ War Crines/ Meyer/ 1

204/ Int/3, Int Summaries

9-0-26/5, Cccupation Instrs, Gernany

209/ Russi an/ 1/ G

202/ Trg CGen/ 1/ G

236/ M1 CGov/1l, Mlitary Governnent Matters

209/ Frontiers/1/ G Frontier Control

305/ Returns/1, FD 5, Morale Reports

S/5-0, Org and Adm Gen

203/ Sitreps/ 1/ G

203/ Sitreps/ 2/ G 30 Corps Weekly Sitreps

305/ Org and Adm' 1
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3 Cdn Inf Div CA OF. file 301/0 of B/1, Orders of Battle

3 Cdn Inf Div CA OF. file 204/1nt/1/G Intelligence CGeneral

3 Cdn Inf Div CA OF. file 5-0-1, 30 Corps district Gen Adm Instrs

WD., G-0O-C.-in-C., First Cdn Arny, June 1945

WD., Ops Branch, First Cdn Army, My 1945

WD., HQ 1 Cdn Inf Div, My 1945

WD., HQ 2 Cdn Inf Div, My 1945

WD., "G'" Branch, HQ 2 Cdn Inf Div, April - July 1945

WD., HQ 3 Cdn Inf Div, My 1945

WD., "G'" Branch, HQ 3 Cdn Inf Div (C.A OF.), July - Novenber 1945, January

- February 1946

WD., HQ 4 Cdn Arnd Div, My 1945

WD., HQ 5 Cdn Arnd Div, My 1945
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